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Members of the Ukrainian armed forces ride armored personnel carriers as they pull back 


Лот Debaltseve region, near Artemivsk, on February 26. 


Ukraine ‘starting to 


withdraw weapons’ 
from front line 


(RFE/RL)—The Ukrainian military said 
it was starting to withdraw heavy weapons 
from the front line in its conflict with Rus- 
sian-backed rebels on February 26 after re- 
porting that there were no combat fatalities 
for a second straight 24-hour period. 

The announcements raise hopes that a Euro- 
pean-brokered cease-fire deal agreed in the 
Belarusian capital two weeks earlier could be 
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taking hold, after the separatists initially ig- 
nored the truce and seized the strategic town 
of Debaltseve in a major offensive. 

“Implementing the agreements reached 
in Minsk on February 12, Ukraine is begin- 
ning the withdrawal of 100-mm guns from 
the line of contact today,” the military said 
in a statement. “This is the first step in the 
pullback of heavy weapons.” 

Kyiv had been unwilling to begin its with- 
drawal because of what it said were persis- 
tent rebel attacks in violation of the cease- 
fire that was to have taken effect on February 
15 under the Minsk deal. 

The agreement was brokered by the lead- 
ers of Germany and France in a bid to end 
a conflict that has killed more than 5,600 
people in eastern Ukraine since April and 
raised tensions between Russia and the West 
to their highest point since the Cold War. 

It commits the sides to withdraw weapons 
with a caliber of 100 millimeters or more to 
create a security zone at least 50 kilometers 
wide — and up to 140 kilometers for some 
missile systems — within 14 days. 

Hours before Ukraine’s announcement, 
Russia called Kyiv’s demand for a full 
cease-fire before it could start the pullback 
“Tidiculous.” 

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov 
said at a news conference on February 26 that 
“Everyone understands that there isn’t an ideal 
truce and an ideal cease-fire regime.” 

Hitting back at Western accusations that 
Russia and the rebels have flagrantly violated 
the Minsk deal, Lavrov lashed out at U.S. Sec- 
retary of State John Kerry and other officials 
over warnings that new sanctions could be im- 
posed over Moscow’s interference in Ukraine. 

Lavrov spoke after Kerry told U.S. law- 
makers on February 25 that “neither Russia 
nor the forces it is supporting have come 
close to complying with their commitments” 
under the deal. 

“As for the declarations by Western offi- 
cials, including John Kerry and [European 
Council President] Donald Tusk, who have 
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Edmonton remembers 
the “Heavenly Hundred” 


(UkrNews)—Close to 150 people gathered 
in Edmonton’s Sir Winston Churchill Square 
in front of City Hall, Feb. 20, to commemor- 
ate the “Heavenly Hundred” activists who laid 
down their lives in defense of Ukraine’s free- 
dom during the Maidan demonstrations which 
toppled the authoritarian regime of former 
President Viktor Yanukovych one year ago. 

Feb. 20, 2014 was the day snipers opened 
fire on the pro-democracy demonstrators in 
Kyiv’s Independence Square setting off a chain 
of events which led to Yanukovych’s decision 
to flee the country for Russia two days later. 

Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko has 
declared February 20 to be a national day of 
mouming for the Maidan victims and Ed- 
monton’s vigil was held in conjunction with 
other such commemorations in Ukraine and 
around the world. 

“Today, the Ukrainian Canadian commun- 
ity joins our brothers and sisters in Ukraine 
and around the world in honouring the mem- 
ory of all those who laid down their lives in 
the battle for a free and democratic Ukraine,” 
said Ukrainian Canadian Congress — Alberta 
Provincial Council President Olesia Luciw- 
Andryjowyz. 

“In February 2014, the oppressive, au- 
thoritarian regime of former President 
Yanukovych opened fire on its own people. 
The Heavenly Hundred gave their lives to 
ensure that the people of Ukraine may live in 
freedom and dignity. Their sacrifice will be 
remembered always. The Revolution of Dig- 


Cont. on Р. 5 | Bity stands as an example to us all of hero- 


ism, courage, and determination,” she added. 

Now the people of Ukraine are once again 
forced to defend themselves against a brutal 
war wrought on them by the Russian Federa- 
tion. To date more than 5,665 people have died, 
more than 13,000 have been wounded, and 
thousands are missing over a million displaced. 

Ukrainian Prime Minister Arseniy Yat- 
senyuk has indicated that the war is costing 
Ukraine $5.5 million per day and Ukraine 
needs our help, she noted. 

"Аз we honour the memory of the Heay- 
enly Hundred, we pay tribute to all those 
who have fallen and all those who today 
continue to bravely fight, defending Ukraine 
against Russia’s brutal assault on Ukraine’s 
independence. We pray that peace will soon 
return to Ukraine,” said Luciw-Andryjowyz. 

The commemoration opened with a Me- 
morial Services conducted by clergy from 
the Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of Edmon- 
ton and the Ukrainian Orthodox Eparchy of 
Western Canada. 

Participants laid out candles in the form of 
a cross in front of the platform on which the 
service was conducted. 

In closing two representatives from the 
Ukrainian students clubs Olya Hyzha (Uni- 
versity of Alberta) and Stephania Nedoshyto 
(Grant Mc Ewan University) they readout a 
chronology of events dating from the begin- 
ning of the Euromaidan protests in Novem- 
ber, 2013, to the most recent Russian viola- 
tions of the Minsk П ceasefire which was 
supposed to go into effect on February 15. 
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Пентагон: над Україною 


повітряна активність 


(Голос Америки) Фахівці Пентагону помітили сплеск російської 
повітряної активності над українською територією. Про це йдеться 
на сайті відомства. 

«Ми спостерігаємо продовження російського втручання на 
території України і ми зафіксували сплеск російської повітряної 
активності вздовж всього регіону» - ця заява речника Міністерства 
оборони США Стіва Воррена наводиться у повідомленні. 

За словами Воррена, фахівці Пентагону мають інформацію, що, 
незважаючи на підписання мінських домовленостей, постачання 
російського обладнання в Україну не сповільнюється. Він також 
додає, що російські дії спрямовані на дестабілізацію України. 

Міністерство оборони США закликає Росію поважати зобов'язання, 
передбачені у мінських угодах. 


+ Бл. п. Стефан Коваль 


В восьму болючу річницю 
смерти мого дорогого мужа 
бл. п. Стефана Коваля, який 
відійшов у вічність 
6-го березня 2007 р., 
складаю пожертву 5100.00 на 
_ пресовий фонд Українських 
Вістіей як нев'янучий вінок 
на могилу Покійного. 
Нехай пам'ять про нього буде 
вічно поміж нами! 


Наталка Коваль з родиною 
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Маккейн до Заходу. Заява: 
посилюється російська | Ганьба нам, бо підвели українців 


(Голос Америки) -Захоплення  Дебальцево- 
го підтримуваними Росією сепаратистами дає 
вичерпні докази для того, щоб заявити про про- 
вал угоди про припинення вогню в Україні. Про це 
йдеться у спільній заяві сенаторів-республіканців 
Джона Маккейна на Ліндсі Грема оприлюдненій у 
18 лютого. 

«З учора цей сміховинний аркуш паперу не зро- 
бив нічого, щоб запобігти смертям нових десятків 
українських солдат та здачі нових суверенних 
українських територій Володимиру Путіну та 
його ставленикам», - йдеться у заяві. 

«Путін досяг своїх військових завдань у Де- 
бальцевому і ми боїмося, що західні лідери, 
замість того, щоб визнати жорстоку реальність 
російських вчинків, дозволять Путіну стверджу- 
вати, що він дотримується положень угоди про 
припинення вогню. Насправді ж, він використає 
наступні тижні та місяці, щоб консолідувати 
його останні загарбання, щоб надалі озброю- 
вати та готувати армію його ставлеників, щоб 
дестабілізувати уряд та економіку України, щоб 
спробувати розділити трансатлантичний альянс та 
підготуватись до наступного військового наступу, 
який, ймовірно, відбудеться у Маріуполі. Напо- 
лягання на ілюзії, припинення вогню лише дасть 
Путіну бажане прикриття, необхідне для плану- 


вання його наступного акту агресії в Україні», - 
заявили Маккейн та Грем. 

«Попри це західні лідери, включно з президен- 
том США, продовжують хапатись за усі доступні 
відмовки, щоб не дати захисне озброєння та іншу 
дуже необхідну військову допомогу українському 
уряду. Поки президент Обама надалі «розглядає» 
надання летальної допомоги Україні, Путін 
продовжує використовувати смертоносну силу, 
щоб досягнути своїх військових цілей в Україні», 
- йдеться у заяві американських законодавців. 

«Українці мають волю, щоб опиратись агресії і 
не просять нікого воювати за них. Вони лише про- 
сять захисників демократії дати їм засоби для про- 
тистояння наступу диктатора. Ганьба нам за те, 
що підвели ix (Shame on us for failing them — мова 
оригіналу — ред.)». 

Як відомо 17 лютого речник державного Депар- 
таменту США Джен Псакі, коментуючи дискусію з 
приводу надання Україні озброєання, заявила, що 
«опосередкована війна» США проти Росії не допо- 
могла би ні інтересам України, ні інтересам світу. 

Того ж дня Грем та Маккейн звинуватили 
лідерів Франції, Німеччини та США у фактичній 
легітимізації розчленування України та закликали 
президента США Барака Обаму негайно надати 
Україні захисне озброєння. 


НАТО готується до можливого нападу на 
країни Балтії - міністр оборони Британії 


(Радіо Свобода) -Увечері 18 лютого два 
російські військові літаки наблизилися до 
повітряного простору Великобританії. Це вже 
другий подібний інцидент від початку року. 
Офіційний Лондон називає це спробами росіян 
«щось довести», при цьому не лише британцям. 
Міністр оборони Британії Майкл Феллон вважає, 
що Росія сьогодні є реальною загрозою для 
Балтійських держав. 

Британський міністр оборони Майкл Феллон 
сказав, що Росія становить «реальну та 
безпосередню небезпеку» для Естонії, Литви та 
Латвії, тому НАТО готується до можливих атак на 
країни Балтії. 

Феллон додав, що президент Росії Володимир 
Путін може вдатися до прихованих тактик, щоб 
спробувати дестабілізувати три країни, колишні 
радянські республіки, які сьогодні знаходяться на 
східному фланзі НАТО. 

Міністр закордонних справ Росії Сергей Лавров 
19 лютого у відповідь заявив, що коментарі 
Феллона виходять за рамки «дипломатичної 
етики», а країни НАТО протидіють «міфічній 
російській загрозі». 

Речник російського міністерства Олександр 
Лукашевич сказав, що це НАТО «становить 
загрозу, яку (Москва має - ред.) враховувати під 
час власного військового планування». 

Феллон зробив свою заяву під час візиту до 


Африки 19 лютого, через день після того, як 


британські винищувачі підняли в повітря через 
появу двох російських військових літаків біля 
південного узбережжя Англії. Це другий подібний 
інцидент у цьому році. 


Міністерство | оборони Британії / заявило, 
що ввечері 18 лютого літаки Королівських 
військово-повітряних сил «супроводжували» 


російські літаки з британської «зони інтересів», 
але російські бомбардувальники не порушили 
повітряний простір Великобританії. 

Це, зокрема, заявив прем'єр-міністр країни 
Девід Камерон. 

«Російські військові літаки не порушили суверен- 
ний повітряний простір Британії. Я думаю, що цей 
інцидент демонструє, що ми маємо швидкі літаки, 
пілоти та системи для захисту країни. Я підозрюю, 
що те, що відбувається, - це спроби росіян щось до- 
вести. Я не вважаю, що нам варто удостоювати це 
серйозною відповіддю», - сказав він. 

Тим часом, міністр закордонних справ Литви 
Лінас Лінкевічус 19 лютого сказав, що Росія 
становить загрозу не лише для країн Балтії, але 


й інших держав, у тому числі, Молдови. В ефірі 
радіо «Бі-Бі-Сі» він заявив: «Росія поводить себе 
агресивно зараз, під час нашої розмови». 

Тим не менш, Лінкевичус впевнений, що НАТО 
відреагує на будь-яку загрозу територіальної 
цілісності Латвії. 

«Якщо ми не зможемо належним чином 
відреагувати на те, що відбувається в Україні, 
Росія матиме велику спокусу провокувати 
ситуації в інших місцях. Тоді ми зіткнемося з 
більш серйозною проблемою», - додав він. 

Президент - Литви Даля  Грібаускайте a 
президент Естонії Toomac Гендрік Ільвес останнім 
часом також висловлювали побоювання з приводу 
агресивної поведінки Росії і потенційної загрози 
для країн Балтії. 

У січні Великобританія викликала російського 
посла для роз'яснення після схожого випадку. 
Тоді російські бомбардувальники перелетіли Ла- 
Манш. Минулого року на північ від Британії були 
помічені російські підводні човни. 

Вже тоді Феллон сказав, що його «непокоїть 
Путін» і те, як «він випробує НАТО». За словами 
міністра, альянс «має бути готовим до будь-якого 
виду агресії з боку Росії, незалежно від її форми». 
Феллон заявив, що Росія може повторити тактику, 
використану в Криму та на сході України, в 
країнах Балтії. 

Він звернув увагу на залучення Москви до 
українського конфлікту, на бомбардувальники, 
що літають поблизу британського повітряного 
простору, а також на затримання естонського 
агента служби безпеки росіянами минулого року. 

«Є танки та бронетанкова зброя, що перетинає 
кордон із Україною. Є естонський прикордонник, 
якого затримали і досі не повернули (в Естонію — 
ред.), - сказав Феллон. - Коли (російські - ред.) 
літаки літають над Ла-Маншем, коли (російські 
- ред.) підводні човни плавають у Північному 
морі, то мені починає здаватися, що ситуація 
розігрівається». 

Літаки країн НАТО перехоплювали російські 
літакибагато разів минулого року натлі підвищеної 
напруженості у відносинах між Москвою та 
Заходом через участь Росії в конфлікті в Україні. 

Раніше цього місяця Феллон заявив, що 
Британія | відправить | чотири винищувачі 
«Тайфун», щоб допомогти НАТО підтримувати 
порядок у повітряному просторі над Балтійськими 
державами. Він також пообіцяв залучити до тисячі 
британських солдатів до сил швидкого реагування 
НАТО, які незабаром збираються створити. 
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Ukraine preparing for ‘full-scale 
war,’ says former envoy to Canada 


(CBC News)--Ukraine’s deputy 
foreign minister says he is prepar- 
ing for “full-scale war’ against 
Russia and wants Canada to help 
by supplying lethal weapons and 
the training to use them. 

Vadym Prystaiko, who until last 
fall was Ukraine’s ambassador to 
Canada, says the world must not 
be afraid of joining Ukraine in the 
fight against a nuclear power. 

In ап- interview with CBC 
Radio’s The House, aired Feb. 21, 
Prystaiko said the ceasefire brok- 
ered by Germany and France was 
not holding. 

“The biggest hub we ever had in 
the railroad is completely destroyed 
and devastated,” he told host Evan 
Solomon about Debaltseve, cap- 
tured by Russian-backed rebels 
after the terms were to have taken 
effect. 

“We see that they are not stop- 
ping,” he says, suggesting the fight 
was now heading south to the port 
of Mariupol. 

“Tt doesn’t take a genius to see 
what they are trying to do.... They 
are taking more and more strategic 
points.” 

The former ambassador was in 
the room during the attempts to 
broker a political solution with 
Russian President Vladimir Putin 
in Minsk. 

“Personally I don’t trust him,” 
he says. “You look at him and you 
think, ‘Are you serious?” 

“Nobody knows what is going 
on in his head. I believe he is be- 
coming very emotional [over the 
two countries’ historic ties],” he 
suggests, calling Putin’s intentions 
“difficult to predict.” 

Prystaiko echoes the view Ger- 
man Chancellor Angela Merkel 
is said to have expressed to U.S. 
President Barack Obama privately 
a year ago: “He is rational in his 
own way. He is in some parallel 
universe ... and he sees differently 
than everyone else.” 

“The stakes are really high,” 
Prystaiko says, pointing out that 


Vadym Prystaiko, 


Ukraine has now closed its border 
crossing with Russia. “We don’t 
want to scare everybody, but we 
are preparing for full-scale war.” 

What to do in the face of such a 
threat? For starters, get over your 
fears, he says. 

“What we expect from the world 
is that the world will stiffen up in 
the spine a little,” he says. “Every- 
body is afraid of fighting with a 
nuclear state. We are not anymore, 
in Ukraine — we’ve lost so many 
people of ours, we’ve lost so much 
of our territory. 

“However dangerous it sounds, 
we have to stop [Putin] somehow. 
For the sake of the Russian nation 
as well, not just for the Ukrainians 
and Europe.” 

Prystaiko says Ukrainians are 
blunt when it comes to what they 
need. 

“We would like Canada to send 
lethal weapons to Ukraine,” he 
said. “Weapons to allow us to de- 
fend ourselves.” 

Canada has been helping to train 
Ukrainian soldiers for the last dec- 
ade, but it isn’t enough, he says. 

“Tt wasn’t on the level that would 
help our army [against an] inva- 
sion.” 

Ukraine wants weapons, and 
training to use them, he said. 

His country has received all 
the non-lethal assistance Canada 


pledged, with the exception of new 
radar technology which is “in the 
final stages,” he says. 

Defence Minister Jason Kenney 
emphasized at a defence confer- 
ence Feb. 21 in Ottawa that the 
radar capabilities would not be 
used for targeting potential strikes 
against rebel forces. 

He also said on The House that 
Canada doesn’t have large stock- 
piles of weapons to give, although 
it could acquire some from other 
vendors and then supply Ukraine. 

Beyond weapons, Prystaiko em- 
phasized the importance of finan- 
cial assistance, including a package 
on its way from Canada and Japan. 

“Don’t forget that the infrastruc- 
ture in Donetsk is already devastat- 
ed. We’ve lost at least 20 per cent of 
the industrial [output] of Ukraine. 
We’ve had to close the market with 
Russia, which is a third of our ex- 
ports and imports. 

“Tt’s painful.” 

He says Canada has been help- 
ful by taking “probably the most 
staunch position” and talking to its 
allies. 

“It’s a big change for Europe,” 
he says, where neighbouring coun- 
tries feel scared. 

But he doesn’t hold back from 
calling on Ukraine’s Western allies 
to step up, echoing the frustration 
he expressed last November over 
Canada’s willingness to intervene 
in Iraq but not send troops to help 
Ukraine. 

“I was quite blunt ... and prob- 
ably it was premature at that point 
but now I have to ask again: If we 
see the same sort of rebels coming 
towards central Ukraine, towards 
other cities, how much is different 
from what we see in Iraq and the 
international help which was com- 
ing?” 

“Unfortunately, we will probably 
pose a very serious question for the 
rest of the world: How can we react 
to this new challenge? We haven’t 
had it for 50 years in Europe. Now 
it’s back again.” 


Sechin, Yakunin still off sanctions list 


(UkrNews)—The Official Op- 
position New Democrats once 
again took the government to task 
over the exclusion of two Russian 
oligarchs with close ties to dicta- 
tor Vladimir Putin Foreign Affairs 
from the latest sanctions lists an- 
nounced by Prime Minister Ste- 
phen Harper on Feb. 17 

Economic sanctions and trav- 
el bans against 37 Russian and 
Ukrainian individuals, and eco- 
nomic sanctions against 17 Russian 
and Ukrainian entities were imple- 
mented in the latest round. 

“Our Government remains stead- 
fast in its commitment to stand 
with the people of Ukraine in the 
face of the Putin regime’s ongoing 
military aggression, which has al- 
ready cost the lives of more than 
5,300 people. 

“Canada’s position remains 
clear: we recognize the sovereignty 
and territorial integrity of Ukraine 
and will never recognize the illegal 
Russian occupation of any part of 


the country,” said Harper 

But Igor Sechin, CEO of oil 
company Rosneft and Vladimir 
Yakunin, president of Russian 
Railways were once again left off 
the list, even though they remain 
on the sanctions list of the EU and 
the United States. 

Both NDP Foreign Affairs Critic 
Paul Dewar and Deputy Foreign 
Affairs Critic Héléne Laverdiére 
raised this issue during Question 
Period, Feb. 18. 

“Why are the Conservatives pro- 
tecting Putin’s friends? It is a very 
simple question: why are Sechin 
and Yakunin not on the list?” quer- 
ied Dewar. 

“Mr. Speaker, nobody has a bet- 
ter record of supporting Ukraine 
than this government. Why does 
the NDP not get behind that, just 
for a change, just to mix it up? Re- 
plied Foreign Affairs Minister Rob 
Nicholson 

“We have been very clear. We 
have the toughest sanctions regime 


in the world. We are very proud of 
that, and it should have the support 
of the NDP,” he added. 

Questions about the exclusion of 
these tycoons from the Canadian 
sanctions list have been raised 
numerous times by the NDP and 
Liberal MP Chrystia Freeland. 

Sechin’s Rosneft, through it RN 
Cardium Oil Inc. subsidiary owns 
30 percent of Exxon Mobil Corp’s 
Harmattan acreage in the Cardium 
formation near Sundrie, Alberta , 
where it is learning the horizontal 
drilling and fracturing techniques 
that have revolutionized the North 
American oil industry. 

Yakunin’s Russian Railways 
contracted with Canada’s SNC 
Lavalin on the Sochi Olympics and 
has a commercial agreement with 
the Railway Association of Can- 
ada. 

The government has consistently 
denied that Canadian commercial 
interest have any bearing on the 
sanctions. 


Foreign Affairs Minister Rob Nicholson (right) with Andriy Parubiy. 


Nicholson meets with Parubiy 


(UkrNews)}—Foreign Affairs Minister Rob Nicholson met with Andriy 
Parubiy, First Deputy Speaker of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine and 
former secretary of the National Security and Defence Council, Feb. 24. 

Nicholson and Parubiy discussed the security situation in eastern 
Ukraine, including concerns over Mariupol, and the steps taken toward 
reform by Ukraine’s government. Canada is committed to working close- 
ly with the Government of Ukraine to build a united, democratic and 
prosperous Ukraine. 

Parubiy thanked Canada for taking a leadership role in supporting 
Ukraine and for the new economic sanctions and travel bans imposed on 
February 17, 2015, against 37 Russian and Ukrainian individuals and 17 
Russian and Ukrainian entities. Nicholson and Parubiy also discussed the 
February 12 Minsk agreement and the persistent ceasefire violations by 
the Russian-backed separatists in eastern Ukraine. 

Nicholson offered his sympathies to the Ukrainian people following 
this weekend’s bombing of a peaceful demonstration in Kharkiv. The 
Minister also called on the Putin regime to withdraw its forces immedi- 
ately from Ukraine and to use its influence on the separatists to have them 
lay down their weapons, and he reiterated Canada’s steadfast support for 
Ukraine. 


Thor Kozak of Toronto (one of the 50 Canadians who received a flag from 
Prime Minister Harper in celebration of Flag Day); Andriy Parubiy, First 
Deputy Speaker of the Verkhovna Rada; Ukrainian Canadian Congress 
President Paul Grod; and MP Ted Opitz (Etobicoke-Lakeshore). Photo 
Credit: Courtesy of the Office of MP Ted Opitz. 


Nicholson condemns 
ongoing ceasefire violations 


(UkrNews)—Rob Nicholson, Minister of Foreign Affairs, on Febru- 
ary 20 condemned the continued Russian violations of the ceasefire in 
Ukraine. 

ЧА year ago, the people of Ukraine took to the streets and paid a high 
price for speaking out against the violent and repressive actions of the 
Yanukovych regime. Today, tragically, Ukrainians continue to fight for 
their democracy and the right to determine the course of their history 
in the face of Russia’s sustained efforts to seize territory and undermine 
their national sovereignty. 

“Let me be clear: Canada strongly condemns the ongoing violations of 
the ceasefire in eastern Ukraine by Russian-backed separatists. 

“We call on the Russian Federation to immediately and unequivocal- 
ly end these violations and adhere fully to the provisions of the Minsk 
agreement of February 12. The Kremlin and the separatists it backs must 
immediately cease their attacks, withdraw heavy weapons, halt the flow 
of fighters and equipment from Russia into Ukraine, allow Organization 
for Security and Co-operation in Europe monitors to do their job, and 
proceed with full implementation of their Minsk commitments. 


Кабмін представив 
«Чорну книгу Кремля» 


(Радіо Свобода) -Кабінет міністрів представив 17 лютого «Чор- 
ну книгу Кремля» про «злочини, вчинені Росією проти українського 
народу та його економіки», як охарактеризував видання радник 
прем'єр-міністра Данило Лубківський. 

«Фактично це зведення інформації, яке буде продовжуватись для 
того, щоб остаточно встановити всю повноту втрат і збитків України 
як міжнародний вирок режимові президента Росії Володимира 
Путіна», - сказав він, представляючи книгу. 

Інформація, отримана від центральних органів влади України, зве- 
дена станом на початок лютого 2015 року. «Повноту жертв i збитків 
досі неможливо з'ясувати», - додав радник. 

Зокрема, на початок лютого цього року за час агресії загинуло по- 
над 5 тисяч людей, майже 11 тисяч осіб поранено. Станом на | січня 
2015 року кількість загиблих серед учасників АТО перевищила ти- 
сячу триста людей. За словами Лубківського, реальні цифри можуть 
бути набагато більшими. 

Як заявив Лубківський, Україна щодня втрачає близько ста 
мільйонів гривень на проведення антитерористичної операції і за- 
хист держави. Російські бойовики i місцеві сепаратисти пошко- 
дили або знищили більш як одну тисячу енергетичних об'єктів, 
також пошкоджені понад півтори тисячі об'єктів залізничної 
інфраструктури, наголосив він. 


Жертводавці 
на Прес Фонд 
«Українських Вістей» 
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Я не посміла б сказати чоловіку — не 
їдь на Майдан - дружина загиблого 


Галина Терещук, Радіо Свобода 

40-річний | Андрій | Дигдалович зі села 
Сокільники, що на Львівщині, загинув від кулі 
снайпера у числі перших - 20 лютого. Андрій Диг- 
далович був активним учасником Майдану, провів 
там три місяці. 

Наталія Дигдалович відкриває повідомлення 
у телефоні чоловіка. Там їхня переписка під час 
перебування Андрія на Майдані. «O, Боже... тут - 
бережи себе», часто про це просила і в розмовах із 
чоловіком. 

Жінка показує всі речі, які були у сумці Андрія, а 
це книжки, посвідчення, перепустки, український 
прапор, який завжди був з ним. «У мене тут за- 
лишились його перепустки на Майдан, можна 
відслідковувати, як він там був, у які дні». 

Кожна річ для дружини дуже дорога. Довший 
час після загибелі Андрія не розпаковувала сумку 
- пахла Майданом. 

Коли в Києві силовики побили студентів, 
чоловік не вагався ані хвилини - зібрався і поїхав. 
Наталя не посміла навіть півсловом обмовитись, 
щоб відмовити. Адже знала - вирішив i все, во- 
дночас розуміла і шанувала рішення чоловіка. 

«Він прийшов із львівського Майдану i тільки 
глянув на мене, я вже знала... Я навіть не запиту- 
вала, бо це було видно з його рішучого погляду. Я 
б навіть не посміла чоловіку сказати - не їдь», - 
каже вона. 

Глибокий непоказний патріотизм був закладе- 
ний в Андрієві десь на генному рівні, говорить 
жінка. Адже родовід Яремовичів по його лінії 
тягнеться у козацькі часи, прадід був священиком, 
а потім і дід, відправляв богослужіння i в роки 
підпілля УГКЦ. 

На Майдані Андрій був в Афганській сотні, до 
слова, навіть удостоєний ордену Майдану. Але цю 
нагороду вже його побратими віддали доньці на 
похороні. 

11 грудня «беркутівці» схопили Андрія і хотіли 
змусити його стати перед ними на коліна, але не 
вдалося попри те, що били. Йому врятувала життя 
накидка з написом: «Афганці-ветерани - з наро- 
дом». Якийсь офіцер підійшов і сказав: «Афганця 
не вбивати», вирішивши, що Андрій - афганець. 
Йому вдалося втекти, коли «беркутівці» його зали- 
шили на якийсь час. Друзі жартували, що Андрій 
Дигдалович отримав перше бойове хрещення. 

А 19 січня майданівця поранили - куля потрапила 


під око. Вже згодом розповідав дружині, що почув, 
як йому запекло. «Він подумав, що це осколок грана- 
ти чи бруківки. Запитав у хлопців, чи є око, кажуть, 
що є. Раз є, то все добре, відповів. Потім медики на- 
дали першу медичну допомогу. Додому приїхав вже 
в лютому, коли око заживало. Був на Майдані, рана 
заживала, а він... вінбув на Майдані...» 

Але з пораненим оком вже через два дні знову — 
на Майдан. Останній раз з чоловіком Наталя роз- 
мовляла о 3 годині вночі 20 лютого i почула: «У 
разі чого, ти знаєш, що маєш робити - ти сильна. 
Я йому, чому ти накручуєш мене... А вже зранку 
ми вдома з донькою сиділи на кухні, тата не тур- 
бували, бо знали, що він має виспатись, бо втом- 
лений. Ми сиділи i говорили, і говорили, як ми 
їздили, як час разом проводили. Згадували і щиро 
раділи, яка у нас дружня сім'я, який у нас тато. 
Ми мріяли, загадували на майбутнє. Я вмикаю 
телевізор i чую, що там працює снайпер...Тут же 
телефонний дзвінок...» 

Кількома днями раніше Андрій попрощався у 
телефонній розмові з двома донечками, робив їм 
настанови, сказав найтепліші слова і дружині. 
«Він мені сказав: «Я вдячний, що саме ти була зі 
мною весь цей час. Каже, що проаналізував усе 
життя. Мені було би прикро, якби ти поступила 
по іншому. Ти розуміла, що тут небезпечно, але ти 
мене благословила і сказала - йди і ми будемо че- 
кати. Я це всім друзям говорю. Якби ти по іншому 
сказала, я б подумав, що мене ти не розумієш, а 
так, я знаю: мене підтримують дружина 1 діти». 
Це такі були його думки». 

Увесь рік для Наталії опорою був саме чоловік, 
діти i побратими Андрія з «Афганської сотні». 
Щоразу дружина дивиться на світлину чоловіка, 
яка була зроблена на Майдані, в думках у всьому з 
ним радиться. 

Жінка вчиться жити. А ще дізнавшись, що друзі 
Андрія поїхали у зону бойових дій на Донбас, 
спершу допомогла одному одягом, іншому берця- ~ 
ми, так і почалась її волонтерська праця. У хаті 
ящики з необхідними речами для українських 
вояків. 

20 лютого Наталія отримала золоту зірку Ге- 
роя України, якою удостоєний її Андрій. Однак 
жінка знає - якби Андрій жив, він однозначно 
був би у зоні бойових дій. Там його побратими з 
«Афганської сотні», там його майданівські друзі, 
дехто вже поруч із ним... на небесах... 


Заповіт Героя Небесної сотні: повінь 
народна змиє усю гниль 


Олена Гурмач, Радіо Свобода 

Друзі Героя Небесної сотні Віктора Чміленка 
виконали його перший заповіт - знесли пам'ятник 
Леніну в Бобринці. Тепер разом ремонтують 
техніку для фронту й хочуть назвати вантажівку 
- «Чміль». Дружина загиблого каже: «люди 
повідкривалися». 

Рік після убивства снайпером фермера з 
Кіровоградщини Віктора Чміленка проявив лю- 
дей, які його знали. Товариші намагаються зроби- 
ти Te, що Герой Небесної сотні не встиг, i те, що б 
він точно робив, якби був живий. 

Boxe рікяк Віктора Чміленка немає, а про нього у 
домі нагадує кожна дрібниця. Його дружина Люд- 
мила розповідає, що Віктор завжди був активним, 
захоплювався історією, філософією, подорожував 
світом. Та найбільше любив жити на віддаленому 
хуторі в рідній Борисівці. 

Людмила каже, що не хотіла чоловіка останньо- 
го разу пускати на Майдан. 

«Я кажу, може, не їдь уже. - Hi, а хто поїде? 
Хто як не ми? — Я йому кажу: Вітя, в нас же сім'я, 
діти... Тим більше, я вже так заморилася, три 
місяці таке. - Я йду за себе, за тебе, за дітей. - Я 
йому кажу: Вітя, а якщо тебе вб'ють? От ти про це 
подумав? Там усе може бути: хлопці полягли, вже 
Нігоян пішов... А він мені: краще вмерти стоячи, 
ніж жити на колінах», - переказує Людмила свою 
останню розмову з чоловіком. 

Тоді Віктор Чміленко взяв рюкзак, дійшов 
до калини, обернувся і махнув рукою. Таким i 
запам'ятала його дружина. 

В тому, що знайдуть винних у смерті Віктора, 
пані Людмила сумнівається. Каже, не покарані 
й ті, хто розбив голову її чоловікові та сину на 
Євромайдані у Кіровограді. 

«Вітя он скільки на суди їздив. Або відвід 
суддів, або адвокат не приїхав. Все відтягується і 
відтягується. Я так думаю, що як такого суду не 
буде, то всі ми під Богом ходимо - буде Божий суд». 

Загибель Віктора Чміленка вплинула на людей, 


які його знали. Страх, що був раніше, кудись зник. 
Тепер фермери ремонтують техніку для армії, зби- 
рають кошти і разом зустрічають героїв зі сходу. 

«Приїздить Олексій (друг Віктора Чміленка - 
ред.) 1 говорить: Вовка Рижков мене вразив: на- 
зве «Урал» - «Чміль». Люди повідкривалися. Хоча 
різні були: і комуністи, і регіонали колишні, а за- 
раз - усі разом ремонтують. Все для фронту, все 
для перемоги», - ділиться Людмила. 

На честь Віктора Чміленка в Кіровограді на- 
звали одну з вулиць, встановлені пам'ятні дошки 
герою Небесної сотні. Та Олексія Цоколова бенте- 
жить, що не увіковічнили ще пам'ять його друга 
на малій батьківщині - у Бобринці. 

«Віктор своїм героїчним подвигом довів, що 
герої поміж нас. І сумно, що Польща увіковічнила 
Героїв Небесної сотні, Київ - теж, Прага - теж, а 
Бобринець, де Віктор ходив, де він проживав і на- 
вчався - дві дошки. Ані вулиці немає там, де він 
ходив, там, де він був поряд... Ну, можливо, не 
вважають, що він був героєм, можливо, не дійшли. 
Але, я думаю, нащадки оцінять 1, може, це виправ- 
лять», - переживає Цоколов. 

Але друзі й діти Віктора Чміленка радіють, що 
вдалося виконати одне з його заповітних бажань — 
знести пам'ятник Леніну в Бобринці. 

«Пам'ятник Леніну. Оце для нього було... Ка- 
зав, треба знести його, тільки щоб громада це 
вирішила. А сам загинув. Районна рада ухвалила 
рішення знести пам'ятник, але ніяк не втілювала 
це в життя. Тоді Олексій під'їхав на комбайні, 
жовто-блакитними стрічками зачепив «вождя» 
і акуратно поклав його додолу. Нас у газеті і 
бандерівцями назвали, й ідіотами, і дебілами. Але, 
як сказав нам наш знайомий з Києва, «ви Вітін 
перший заповіт виконали!» - розповідає Людмила 
Чміленко. 

Її чоловік, Герой Небесної сотні Віктор Чміленко 
не раз казав, що корумповані крадії-чиновники — 
це «ракова пухлина, яка сама не розсмокчеться, і 
рано чи пізно повінь людська змиє цю гниль». 
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UK stuns Europe by 


sending troops to Ukraine 


By Maxim Tucker, Kyiv Post з, 
Feb. 24, 2015 

The United Kingdom stunned 
officials across Europe with a uni- 
lateral announcement that it would 
send 75 troops to Ukraine within 
the month to train the country’s 
embattled forces in four skill sets — 
infantry, intelligence, logistics and 
medical. 

“Over the course of the next 
month wé are going to be de- 
ploying British service personnel 
to provide advice and a range of 
training, from tactical intelligence 
to logistics to medical care, which 
is something else they have asked 
for,’ UK Prime Minister David 
Cameron said on Feb. 24. 

“We will also be developing an 
infantry training programme with 
Ukraine to improve the durability 
of their forces. This will involve a 
number of British service person- 
nel; they will be away from the 
area of conflict but I think this is 
the sort of thing we should be help- 
ing with.” 

EU officials in Brussels first 
learned of the decision when con- 
tacted by the Kyiv Post for com- 
ment, and were unable to provide 
one. The EU already has two mil- 
itary attachés in Ukraine but they 
are not involved in operational or 
training activities. 

The French Embassy in Kyiv 
were similarly taken aback, saying 
they were focused on today’s peace 
talks in Paris as the foreign minis- 
tries of France and Germany tried 
to resuscitate a still-born cease-fire 
between Russia and Ukraine. 

But speaking to the House of 
Commons’ liaison committee, 
Cameron said it would be “miracu- 
lous” if the second Minsk peace 
deal, brokered by French President 
Francois Hollande and German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel, held. 
He expressed concern that the 
Black Sea port city of Mariupol 
would be Russia’s next target, 
arguing for tough new sanctions in 
the face of such an eventuality. 

“What we are seeing is Russian- 
backed aggression, often these are 
Russian troops, they are Russian 
tanks, they are Russian Grad mis- 
siles. As I said the other day, you 
can’t buy these things on eBay, 
they are coming from Russia, 
people shouldn’t be in any doubt 
about that,” he said. 

“People will be looking at Ma- 
riupol as the next potential flash- 
point, and if that were to happen, 
I think the argument for further 
action would be overwhelming. 
I think that would be the view of 


а 


British Prime Minister David Cameron (L) shakes hands with Ukrainian 
President Petro Poroshenko prior to the start of the European Council 
Summit in Brussels, on Feb. 12. The United Kingdom announced on Feb. 
24 that it would send 75 troops to Ukraine within the month to train the 
nation s embattled forces. 


countries like Poland, the Baltic 
states and many others.” 

“T think what we should be put- 
ting into place is a sense that if 
there is another Debaltseve then 
that will trigger a round of sanc- 
tions that will be materially differ- 
ent to what we have seen so far.” 

The UK decision followed hot 
on the heels of the Paris meeting’s 
conclusion, implying impatience 
and frustration with yet another 
fruitless round of talks with an in- 
transigent Russia. 

A vague statement given at the 
meeting’s close by French For- 
eign Minister Laurent Fabius said 
that “France, Germany, Russia and 
Ukraine remain determined to con- 
tinue taking action in this [the Nor- 
mandy meeting] format and to do 
their utmost to ensure that the com- 
mitments are upheld and the crisis 
is resolved,” but offered nothing on 
concrete steps the respective par- 
ties would take to resolve the con- 
flict. 

Earlier today Ukraine accused 
separatist and Russian troops 
of continuing an assault on the 
Ulgainian-held village of Shyro- 
kyne, just 10km from Mariupol, 
and failing to withdraw its heavy 
weaponry from the front line as re- 
quired by the Minsk plan. Ukraine 
said that enemy tanks and artillery 
were moving southwards to the 
Mariupol area, and refused to with- 
draw its own artillery as long its 
forces were under attack. 


The UK move will likely exacer- 
bate divisions within the European 
Union over the Ukraine crisis, with 
countries like Greece and Hungary 
opposing fresh sanctions against 
Russia for fear of short-term dam- 
age to their economies. 

However, economic instability 
in Europe continued to reflect pol- 
itical instability in the region, with 
the euro dropping against the dollar 


throughout the conflict, from 1.39 
euros to the dollar in May 2014 to 


1.13 today. 

When asked how the UK’s pos- 
ition related to that of other EU 
member states, Cameron said: 

“Britain’s role is to be at the 
tougher end of the spectrum, to try 
to keep the European Union and 
the United States together, and I 
think we should be clear about this 
pattern of behaviour we’ve seen 
from Putin now over many years.” 

For its part, the US has already 
pledged a full battalion of advisers 
to help train three Ukrainian bat- 
talions in spring this year, at the 
Уамогіу training center in the west- 
ern Ukrainian city of Lviv. 

Hodges said American soldiers 
will teach the Ukrainians how to 
better defend themselves against 
“Russian and rebel artillery and 
rockets.” Training will also include 
securing roads, bridges and other 
infrastructure, treating and evacu- 
ating casualties, and operating in 
an environment where Russians are 
jamming communications. 


Gazprom threatens to cut supplies to Ukraine 


(RFE/RL)—Russian | natural-gas 
giant Gazprom is threatening to cut 
off supplies to Ukraine entirely as 
early as February 26, a move the 
Russian company says could result in 
a suspension of supplies to Europe. 

Gazprom chief Aleksei Miller 
said in a February 24 statement that 
“Ukraine has not made a new pre- 
payment for gas on time.” 

Miller added if no new prepay- 
ments are made, once the 114 mil- 
lion cubic meters (mcm) of prepaid 
gas is delivered to Ukraine there 
will be a “complete cessation of 
Russian gas supplies to Ukraine... 
which creates serious risks for gas 
transit to Europe.” 


Miller’s statement comes 


as Ukraine’s state energy firm 
Naftogaz has accused Gazprom 
of failing to deliver all of the gas 
Ukraine has paid for. 

Naftogaz said on February 23 
that it had paid in advance for 114 
mem of gas but had received only 
some 47 mem. 

The Ukrainian company said it 
had sent a notice of breach of con- 
tract to the Ukrainian government 
and the European Commission and 
had demanded an explanation from 
Gazprom. 

The European Commission helped 
broker a deal last October between 
Moscow and Kyiv that was meant to 
ensure Ukraine received gas during 
the winter and that supplies of Rus- 


sian gas to Europe through Ukraine 
were not disrupted. 

Under that agreement, Ukraine 
promised to pay off arrears for gas 
received and to prepay for future 
gas shipments, while Gazprom 
agreed to lower the price. 

That deal is valid until the end of 
March. 

Gazprom said it is supplying gas 
to the parts of the Donetsk and Lu- 
hansk regions in eastern Ukraine 
that are controlled by pro-Russian 
separatists — since Kyiv stopped 
supplying them. 

Gazprom said it considers those 
two regions as being part of the 
contract with Naftogaz for supplies 
to Ukraine. 
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threatened new sanctions, I think 
this is easy to explain: They are try- 
ing to whip up hysteria and draw 
attention away from the need to 
implement the Minsk agreements,” 
Lavrov told a news conference in 
Moscow. 

He said such remarks reflected 
“a lack of desire” in “the United 
States and the EU to achieve what 
we agreed upon in Minsk on Febru- 
ary 12.” 

Western officials say it is Mos- 
cow and the Russian-backed sep- 
aratists holding parts of eastern 
Ukraine who have failed to imple- 
ment the cease-fire. 

Kerry accused Russian President 
Vladimir Putin of destabilizing 
Ukraine through “land grabs,” and 
said: “We are poised yet to do an- 
other round [of sanctions] poten- 
tially, depending on what happens 
with [the cease-fire] in these next 
few days.” 

Immediately after the cease-fire 
was agreed, the rebels ignored it in 
order to continue an offensive and 
take Debaltseve, an important rail 
junction between the separatist- 
held provincial capitals of Donetsk 
and Luhansk, from government 
forces. 

Ukrainian military spokesman 
Anatoliy Stelmakh said earlier on 
February 26 that there were rela- 
tively few cease-fire violations dur- 
ing the night, but that they included 
shelling of the village of Pisky on 
the outskirts of Donetsk. 

Kyiv and Western governments 
believe Russia wants to weaken 
Ukraine and keep it out of NATO 
by maintaining a “frozen conflict” 
in the east for years to come. 

They fear Putin and the rebels 
could push to seize a swath of ter- 
ritory stretching from Donetsk to 
Crimea, the Black Sea peninsula 
Moscow illegally annexed from 
Ukraine in March 2014. 

Kerry told the Foreign Affairs 
Committee in the U.S. House of 
Representatives on February 25 
that “In Luhansk, and Donetsk, 
and now in Debaltseve, he [Putin] 
has empowered, encouraged, and 
facilitated directly land grabs in 
order to try to destabilize Ukraine 
itself.” 

He said that “if failure [to ad- 
here to the cease-fire] continues, 
there will be further consequences 
— consequences that would place 
added strains on Russia’s weak- 
ened economy.” 

French Foreign Minister Lau- 
rent Fabius also said on February 
25 that Moscow would face more 
European Union sanctions if the 
separatists attack the Kyiv-con- 
trolled strategic port of Mariupol. 


Top U.S. officials have lashed 
out at Putin and his ministers in 
recent days as the fighting has con- 
tinued in Ukraine, with Kerry on 
February 24 directly accusing Rus- 
sian leaders of lying “to my face” 
over the conflict. 

Asked if she believed Putin’s as- 
sertions that Putin wanted peace in 
Ukraine, national security adviser 
Susan Rice retorted: “How dumb 
do I look?” 

“No. In all seriousness, no. One 
cannot accept Vladimir Putin at his 
word because his actions have be- 
lied his words repeatedly, particu- 
larly in the context of Ukraine,” 
Rice told PBS television. 

The OSCE mission to Ukraine 
said on February 25 that it could 
still not confirm a pullback of 
heavy weapons from the front line. 

Rebels claimed they were with- 
drawing artillery, rocket launchers, 
and tanks from some areas, and 
journalists saw a column of how- 
itzer guns being driven along a 
road near the separatist stronghold 
of Donetsk. 

OSCE monitors said the warring 
sides had not provided the infor- 
mation needed to determine what, 
if any, arms withdrawals have oc- 
curred. 

Putin’s spokesman, Dmitry 
Peskoy, in an interview with CNN 
on February 25, accused OSCE 
monitors of “refusing” to observe 
the withdrawal of heavy weaponry 
by rebels in the Donetsk region. 

But the head of the OSCE Par- 
liamentary Assembly, Ilkka Kan- 
erva, said the separatists continued 
to impose restrictions on the mon- 
itors’ movements. 

Kanerva said in a statement that 
he was “profoundly disturbed” 
by the rebels’ “continuing refusal 
to grant unlimited, safe access to 
OSCE monitors on the ground in 
Ukraine and their violations of the 
Minsk Package of Measures.” 

Ukraine has warned that it will 
not carry out an arms pullback 
until a full and “comprehensive” 
cease-fire is observed and has ac- 
cused Russia of continuing to send 
military hardware in to bolster the 
rebels. 

Meanwhile, top U.S. defense 
leaders told Congress that the 
Obama administration is still de- 
bating whether to provide lethal 
defensive arms to Ukraine. 

Russia used troops and a refer- 
endum to seize control of Crimea 
after Ukrainian President Viktor 
Yanukovych fled Kyiv in Febru- 
ary 2014 following months of huge 
protests over his decision to scrap 
plans for a landmark agreement 
with the European Union and tight- 
en ties with Moscow instead. 


Kremlin had advance plan 
to seize Crimea’ 


(RFE/RL)—The Russian daily newspaper Novaya Gazeta has pub- 
lished a purported Kremlin plan for Russia to intervene in Ukraine and 
seize Crimea more than two weeks before President Viktor Yanukovych 


was ousted. 


The February 25 edition of the newspaper showed a memo that sug- 
gested a series of steps Russia should take to maintain control over the 


situation in Ukraine. 


The newspaper said the memo was prepared sometime between Febru- 
ary 4 and 12, 2014 and alleges ultranationalist Russian oligarch Konstan- 
tin Malofeey was behind it, a charge Malofeev denies. 

The memo says Ukrainian oligarchs had lost control of the situation on 
Kyiv’s Maidan Square and that the leaders of demonstrations there were 
being guided by “Polish and British secret services.” 

The memo predicted Yanukovych’s fall and said Russia should use 
the EU’s own rules on autonomous regions to bind Crimea and eastern 


Ukraine to Russia. 


Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskoy suggested the memo is fake. 
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Ukraine needs weapons now 


As this latest issue went to press on February 26, it appeared — on the 
surface — that the ceasefire which was supposed to come into effect on 
February 15 was finally getting implemented. 

But how safe is this illusion? 

Ukraine has begun withdrawing it heavy weapons from the front lines 
after there had been no casualties for such a great period as 48 hours. 
Russian-backed terrorists said they were removing their weapons as 
well, though, of course, there was no independent confirmation. 

At the same time revelations have emerged that Russia planned the 
invasion of Crimea long before Yanukovych fled Ukraine and that Putin 
threatened to destroy Ukraine as an independent country if his віче» 
at the Minsk II negotiations were not met. 

And it appears that the “honest brokers”, France and Germany were 
only too happy to comply. France, «орав. Just as soon as the ink on 
Minsk II was dry, a military diplomatic source told Interfax-AVN the de- 
livery of the Vladivostok amphibious assault ship and helicopter carrier, 
a Mistral-class vessel built by STX France, could be launched as soon as 
the following week. 

Nothing has been heard about this since then, probably because the 
ceasefire never took hold as the Russian terrorists overwhelmed the 
strategically critical rail hub of Debaltseve. But the simple fact that the 
French — who were so adamant in their insistence that no weapons be 
supplied to Ukraine — were so quick to supply Russia, shows the extent 
of their sheer hypocrisy. And what will happen of the ceasefire lasts a few 
more days. Will Paris rush to bolster Moscow with warships and other 
arms? The sheer hypocrisy of the Elysée Palace is so blatant, the country 
deserves the epithet of “la pute de І"Еигоре, sinon de le monde”. 

Canada, the United States and the United Kingdom have all stated they 
may provide Ukraine with lethal defensive weapons the country so des- 
perately need. They have said so but they have not delivered. Both the 
UK and the USA have committed to providing a small number of mil- 
itary advisers. But this is just a drop in the bucket. 

It is time for those Western democracies who have at least some sem- 
blance of a backbone to step up to the plate and deliver the goods. 

For just over a year now since Russia invaded Crimea on February 
24, 2014, Western democracies have been talking about “consequences”, 
“making Russia pay” and engaging in finger wagging, while Putin has 
simply thumbed his nose at them. 

As we have often pointed out before, the only thing Putin understands 
is brute force and the only way he can be stopped is if the West provides 
Ukraine with the proper means to fight this 217 century Adolph Hitler. 

This means sanctions that have teeth — not the selective ones Canada 
continues to pursue in avoiding to implement any measures against the 
likes of Igor Sechin and Vladimir Yakunin because this may affect Can- 
adian commercial interests. 

And it also means providing Ukraine with the lethal defensive weapons 
it needs to have a fighting chance — something the Ukrainian Canadian 
community has continuously been urging. 

Many members of our community have begun sending letters to the 
Prime Minister, other cabinet ministers and their own MPs urging our 
government to do just that. We applaud that and urge our other readers to 
do likewise. 

Ukraine does not need any more pledges of possible action. It needs 
action now and it needs weapons now. 

And don’t be fooled into complicity just because there has been no 
killing for a mere 48 hours. Putin is determined to destroy Ukraine, and 

he is determined to revive the Soviet Empire. Today Ukraine, tomorrow 
the Baltics, the day after— who knows? 
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Harper’s selective 
punishment of Putin 


By Tim Harper, The Toronto Star. February 18, 2015 
Again this week, Prime Minister Stephen Harper an- 
nounced more sanctions aimed at punishing Vladimir 
Putin and once again he threatened more if there are 
continued violations of a ceasefire in Ukraine. 

Further Russian escalation will result in further 
costs to the Russian economy, Harper said. Foreign 
Affairs Minister Rob Nicholson boasted Ottawa has 
the toughest sanction regime in the world. 

And once again, two names remained conspicuously 
absent from the government’s list of 270 individuals 
and entities hit with sanctions. 

There is no. cost to Russian Railways magnate and 
Putin confidant Vladimir Yakunin or Igor Sechin, the 
head of Russia’s state-owned energy giant Rosneft and 
a man who has been at Putin’s side for more than two 
decades. 

These are the two gaping holes in what has been 
arguably Harper’s signature foreign policy initiative, 
the tough talk against Putin, the escalating sanctions 
for his increasingly brazen incursions into Ukraine, his 
embrace of Ukrainian sovereignty, his widely publi- 
cized surly handshake and brusque message to Putin 
in Australia. 

It all rings hollow as the two Putin cronies go un- 
punished by Ottawa, even as our allies have moved 
against them. 

Questions have been raised about the exclusion 
of the duo since it was first reported by Reuters last 
spring. It has been raised in the Commons by New 
Democrats, virtually every time new sanctions are an- 
nounced, and each time the government response has 
been the same. 

It doesn’t answer. It merely congratulates itself for 
its tough action. 

The stakes are now higher. Ukrainian troops have 
suffered heavy losses to Russian-backed separatists 
and a beleaguered Ukrainian President Petro Poro- 
shenko has called for international peacekeepers. 

Defence Minister Jason Kenney has not ruled out 
sending arms to Ukrainian troops and has mused about 
a Canadian Armed Forces role in training fighters. 

On our domestic front, there are persistent sugges- 
tions that Harper’s shielding of the duo played a part in 
John Baird’s departure from foreign affairs earlier this 
month. Harper had publicly stated Canadian commer- 
cial interests would not influence his Ukrainian policy. 

There may be no official explanation, although there 
have been vague statements suggesting that sanctions 
shouldn’t hurt Canadian companies. 

But there is a ready explanation nonetheless. 

Canadian giant Bombardier has a stake in a Russian 
signalling equipment manufacturer, Elteza, a subsidi- 
ary of Yakunin’s railway. 


When the deal was signed four years ago, Bombar- 
dier hailed it as a landmark agreement that furthered 
its significant presence in Russia. More than 110 Rus- 
sian train stations feature Bombardier technology. 

Yakunin’s association with Putin dates to the ear- 
ly 1990s when the two were political partners in St. 
Petersburg and he has all but laughed off the sanctions 
controversy. 

Those who believe sanctioned individuals would 
influence Putin are engaged in “wishful . . . primitive 
thinking,” he told The Wall Street Journal last Sep- 
tember. 

“If someone thought they could influence me that 
way, then he’s getting a salary for nothing.” 

Sechin has been sanctioned by the U.S. and the Euro- 
pean Union, but not Canada, although Ottawa did move 
— very tentatively — against Rosneft this week. 

Rosneft owns a 30 per cent share of Exxon Mobil’s 
shale-oil field in Alberta. 

The reclusive Sechin, thought by many to be Rus- 
sia’s second most powerful man, told Der Spiegel last 
autumn that sanctions are a form of war and sow hate 
and vengeance. 

But he echoed Yakunin and similarly claimed no 
sway over the Russian president: “Putin will not al- 
low himself to be pressured.” 

A foreign affairs spokesperson said Ottawa’s kid- 
gloves treatment of Rosneft matches the actions taken 
against the energy company by the U.S. and was co- 
ordinated with the European Union. Rosneft did react 
to the move, taking a swipe at a Canadian oil industry 
it said was in “near-death” mode. 

Canadians, however, can still purchase stock in the 
company and there are no restrictions on Canadian 
transactions with the company. By comparison, U.S. 
sanctions forced Exxon Mobil to suspend a joint ven- 
ture with Rosneft in the Russian Arctic. 

Foreign affairs was silent on the exclusion of Se- 
chin ог Yakunin. 

Paul Dewar, the NDP foreign affairs critic, has 
never received an answer from sucteSsive ministers: 
but he says the answer is clear, if unspoken. 

It’s the hypocrisy of Harper on the Ukraine file, he 
says. He says the government has hurt its credibility 
by talking tough on Ukraine but staying clear of any 
sanctions that could have any impact at home. 

«Туз clear,” he says, “they are more interested in 
protecting the oil and gas industry in Alberta than in 
imposing effective sanctions.” It is the quality — not 
the quantity — of sanctions that prove most effective, 
Dewar says. 

This is a government often accused of yelling on the 
international stage. But it can be utterly silent when 
challenged at home. 


Ukraine needs lethal defensive weapons 
An Open Letter to Prime Minister Stephen Harper 


February 21, 2015 

The Right Honourable Stephen Harper 
Prime Minister of Canada 

Dear Honorable Prime Minister Harper, 

In the eyes of many residents of Ukraine and Can- 
ada, our country is seen as a leader amongst Western 
nations in providing non-lethal and medical aid to 
Ukraine during the last year. Your government un- 
doubtedly has taken a strong and leading position in 
publicly condemning Russian aggression in all aspects 
and we compliment you for this. You have taken a 
leading role in rallying support internationally for the 
Ukrainian nation, who is rightly fighting for freedom 
to choose their own independent path in building their 
young country —a country for which many thousands 
have now spilled blood for and sacrificed their lives 
for. Canada’s aid and leadership in the international 
diplomatic circles has greatly helped Ukrainian sol- 
diers and volunteers sustain themselves in this very 
uneven fight against one of the world greatest military 
superpowers. 

Unfortunately, sustaining themselves is becoming 
more difficult by the day as more Russian military 
weapons and units enter into the conflict. The modern 
and much superior Russian military weaponry has now 
turned it into a war for survival. The Ukrainian nation 
has not asked that foreign countries send troops to help 
them fight their aggressor, but has with great patience 
and humility asked for lethal weapons to help protect 
themselves. Prime Minister Harper, please, continue 
your incredible leadership in this crisis, by making 
Canada the first Western NATO nation to provide leth- 
al defensive weapons to Ukraine. Today, it was De- 
bz'tseve. Tomorrow it will be Mariupol, and after that 


Ukraine’s second largest city, Kharkiv {the Donetsk 
terrorist leadership has already publicly stated this) ... 
and after that? Canada may have a limited amount of 
lethal weapons desired by Ukraine, but the moral pre- 
cedent and leadership of this type could be immeasur- 
able in deciding future events of this major European 
conflict {and many argue an international conflict}. 
We also ask that you use any diplomatic channels 
available to convince our neighbor the United States, 
of America to join you in this action. How many more 
innocent lives need to be lost? How many more inter- 
national laws need to be broken? How many more 
broken Russian promises need to be observed? 

This is a critical time to send Ukraine what they 
need to prevent a larger war within and likely beyond 
its borders. Russia has shown absolutely no desire to 
accept peace in the region. Their unrelenting aggres- 
sion makes us believe that providing lethal weapons 
to Ukraine will be inevitable. The sooner the better, 
we say. President Putin’s continued aggression would 
come at a higher cost to Russian forces. It is a deter- 
rent aiming for a desired lasting peace. 

Please hear our plea, as we speak for those current- 
ly fighting a war they cannot stop with fighting spirit 
alone. You and your government, Prime Minister 
Harper, have been a shining example of a true friend 
to Ukraine. Please initiate the next step of needed aid- 
lethal defensive weapons. I am convinced Canadians 
of all backgrounds and all regions will support you at 
this critical juncture in this frightening conflict. 


Thank you on behalf of the League of Ukrainian Can- 
adians (Edmonton Branch) 
Thor Krys, President 
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US-Canada rift 
over Ukraine as big 
as that with Europe 


но 20 Ukraine celebrated the first 
anniversary of the Euromaidan revolution 
that toppled kleptocratic President Viktor 
Yanukovych when Ukrainians became the 
first Europeans to die under the European 
Union (EU) flag. In the same week the 
second peace agreement signed in Minsk on 
February 11 collapsed for the same reasons 
as the first Minsk agreement signed last 
September; then and now Russia and its 
separatist proxies failed to adhere to a single 
article of Mink-1 or 2. 

It is only therefore a matter of time 
before the EU will return to the question of 
tougher economic and financial sanctions 
and US President Barack Obama has to 
decide whether to continue to fight his own 
Democratic Party, as well as Republicans 
and both houses of the US Congress, over 
whether to authorize supplying defensive 
military equipment for Ukraine. 

But, Canada, in addition to Western 
Europe is also opposed to providing Ukraine 
with military equipment and with Minsk-2 
having disintegrated at the strategic railroad 
crossing of Debaltseve from which Ukrainian 
forces retreated, will Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper’s government, which has been strong 
on rhetoric but weak on substance, and the 
Canadian parliament continue to oppose the 
sending of military equipment to Ukraine? 

While the rift between EU members 
Germany and France and the US over the 
sending of defensive military equipment to 
Ukraine has been prominently highlighted 
there has been no focus on as important a rift 
between the US and Canada, the second in 
just over a decade since the US-led invasion 
of Iraq. Ukrainian Canadian activists point 
the finger at Germany and France for selling 
out Ukraine while ignoring their own 
political leaders. 

The split between the then Liberal 
government and hawkish neo-Con Bush 
administration represented а strategically 
important shift in the NATO alliance as 
Canada broke ranks with the US and Britain 
over intervention and regime change in Iraq. 
Today, a new rift has appeared between a 
Conservative government and Canadian 
parliament and a Republican-dominated US 
Congress and US president. 

Both houses of the US Congress support 
the sending of defensive military equipment 
to Ukraine while the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress has only found two MP’s who 
support this in. the House of Commons, 
a Conservative and one from the New 
Democratic Party. 

Former Liberal MP Borys Wrzesnewskyj 
asked “As the founder of what at one time 
was the most active parliamentary friendship 
group The Canada-Ukraine Parliamentary 
Friendship Group, I do not understand 
why the group has not passed a resolution 
demanding that Canada send defensive 
lethal weapons to Ukraine?. 

Last December the US Congress adopted a 
Ukraine Freedom Support Act that provides 
for all-round economic, financial, democratic 
and security assistance to Ukraine. There 
is no such equivalent legislation in the 
Canadian parliament. 

The US-Canadian rift is perhaps best seen 
by the plethora of editorials and opinion page 
commentaries in the British and US media 
in support of sending defensive military 
equipment to Ukraine and a more generally 
tougher policy to President Vladimir Putin’s 
Russia. There is an absence of such media 
coverage in Canada. 

Former Ukrainian Ambassador to Canada 
Vadym Prystaiko complained last summer 
of low level of support. After President 
Poroshenko visited Ottawa last September 


the promised aid was dispersed to Ukraine. 

Nevertheless, when President Petro 
Poroshenko told the US Congress that his 
country could not fight Russian troops and 
their terrorist proxies with blankets Ukraine’s 
Debaltseve ‘Dunkirk’ shows he could have 
said the same thing about winter clothing. 

Canadian government ministers and 
commentators have argued along two lines 
against the sending of defensive military 
equipment to Ukraine. 

Firstly, Ukraine is highly corrupt and the 

aid could be stolen. While it is true that 
Ukzaine has a high level of corruption, this 
is true for Iraq, Afghanistan and Pakistan 
with which Western democracies have long 
had security ties. Indeed, if Canadian special 
forces can train the Kurds to fight the Islamic 
State’s threat to Iraq’s sovereignty why could 
they not train Ukrainians to defend theirs? 
Training could be increased within long- 
running annual Canada-Ukraine Maple Arch 
and Rapid Trident exercises. 
Training and advice is as important as 
military hardware in transforming Ukrainian 
forces into counter insurgency forces and 
such assistance by its very nature cannot 
be stolen. Training by Canadian special 
forces, considered to be one of the best in the 
world, would make Ukrainian forces more 
accountable reducing civilian casualties 
arising from out dated Soviet era military 
tactics that rely heavily on indiscriminate 
artillery and rocket attacks. 

Secondly, defensive military aid to 
Ukraine could end up in the hands of 
nationalist volunteer battalions. Here, the 
answer is simply for Canada to do the same 
as the US in only sending assistance to the 
Ukrainian military. 

While Prime Minster Harper has used a 
megaphone in his attacks against President 
Putin’s destructive support for conflict in 
Ukraine, his government and the Canadian 
parliament have adopted weaker economic 
and financial sanctions than the EU and US, 
with the Harper government responding the 
purpose of the sanctions against Russia is to 
punish Putin’s government, not Canadian 
industry. New sanctions adopted this month 
have targeted Russian energy companies 
Rosneft and Chemezoy. Canada has also 
not supported the call of the US Congress 
to provide defensive military assistance to 
Ukraine. US will begin to train Ukrainian 
forces next month. 

Now is the time for Prime Minister Harper 
to follow Lithuania and Poland who have 
stated their willingness to begin supplying 
arms and Britain which has sold 75 Saxon 
Armoured Personnel Carriers to Ukraine. 
Canada should be on the same page as the 
US on this important strategic decision. 

Failing a repair of the rift with the US, 
Canada’s 1.5 million voters of Ukrainian 
descent will undoubtedly bare the Harper 
government’s reticence when they go to 
cast their votes in the next elections. Former 
Liberal MP Wrzesnewskyj said ‘Ukraine 
will win the war of aggression that Russia 
has begun against Ukraine. But, at what cost 
will this be? 10,000 lives? 50,000 lives? 
100,000 Ukrainians?’ and why Canada is not 
giving support to Ukraine during its battle 
for survival as a sovereign state.. 

Dr. Taras Kuzio is a Senior Research 
Associate at the Canadian Institute for 
Ukrainian Studies, University of Alberta 
and Non-Resident Fellow at the Center for 
Transatlantic Relations, School of Advanced 
International Studies, Johns Hopkins 
University, Washington DC. He is author 
of the forthcoming book to be published in 
June entitled Ukraine: Democratization, 
Corruption and the New Russian Imperialism 


German, French leaders 
collaborate with Putin 
against Ukraine 


By Oksana Bashuk Hepburn, 
Kyiv Post, Feb 17, 2015 

The danger to the free world lies with en- 
ablers as much as with the terrorists. Collab- 
orators in positions of power are as damag- 
ing as a dictator’s attack on a sovereign state. 
Their failure to take a stand emboldens the 
aggressor to make a mockery of democratic 
values — the right to life, liberty, rule of law, 
peace, home — and the institutions set up to 
protect them. 

Today, the starkest collaborators are those 
enabling Russia President Vladimir Putin’s 
aggression against Ukraine. 

The move by Chancellor Angela Merkel 
and President Francoise Hollande to hold a 
tri-partite talk preceding the Minsk 2 nego- 
tiation last week was wrong. The secretive 
meeting, without the agreement of other EU 
members, or knowledge of what was dis- 
cussed and decided, was a plot among the 
three amigos to corner Ukraine’s President 
Poroshenko to agree to the Minsk 2 peace 
plan which followed. 

The result was a repeat of the previous 
ceasefires. Another convoy of some 140 
“humanitarian” trucks carrying arms and 
men rolled in from Russia and its terrorists 
advanced. More lives were lost, more people 
became homeless and the wailing and grief 
of innocent victims filled the airwaves. Pu- 
tin was emboldened enough to brag on his 
friendship visit to Hungary that Ukraine had 
lost to a bunch of coalminers forgetting to 
mention his skin in the game. But, then, this 
is well known to all who wish to see. 

Merkel and Hollande are responsible for 
the latest debacle. They either fix it or stand 
accused of collaborating with Russia. 

To fix it, Merkel and Hollande must lead 
Europe in de-clawing Putin from further acts 
of terror. They need to convince the EU to 
declare him a terrorist, charge him for illegal 
attacks on a sovereign country, let him stand 
‘before a war crimes tribunal and, immediately, 
increase sanctions which exclude Russia from 
the international SWIFT banking system. This 
is arequirement for the world order not just for 
Ukraine. It is also a lesson that Russians need: 
to recognize that their leader is as dangerous to 
them as he is to others. 

Merkel and Hollande must assist Ukraine 
with arms and help NATO find a way to 
check Putin. To date both leaders have 
leaned on Ukraine to appease Russia rather 
than the other way around. Enough of this. 

The pressure on the victim must stop. 
Ukraine is not the aggressor. Putin is. Yet he 
presides and dictates terms while declaring 
that he is not responsible for the chaos his 


fighters are creating. Worse, the criminal is 
invited to solve the crime. And even more 
shameful: the so-called fellow democrats of 
Ukraine let him do it. And, having broken 
the ceasefire, Russia sponsors a UN Secur- 
ity Council resolution to support Minsk IT on 
Feb. 12. It is making a travesty of the United 
Nations; with international law; and with 
agreements it undertakes. 

The democratic leaders should have 
watched their faces burn as Russia’s For- 
eign Affairs Minister Sergei Lavrov scolded 
Ukraine in the UN to have a higher regard 
for commitments. To Russia’s politicians, 
political perversion is their daily bread. 

Putin plays games and Merkel and Hol- 
lande joined in. No good can come out of 
this disregard for democratic principles and 
law. Or, like Gerhard Schreoder, Germany’s 
former chancellor who went on Russia’s 
payroll, do they have a personal stake in the 
game? 

Such thinking is not far-fetched. Potential 
and real Russian enablers abound. Federica 
Mogherini, the High Representative for 
European Union Foreign Affairs and Secur- 
ity, was a member of the Communist Party, a 
close relation to that of Russia’s. The OSCE, 
the monitoring agency overseeing the cease- 
fire compliance conveniently cannot get to 
the war zone when its most needed. The dep- 
uty director is an appointee from Serbia, a 
Russia-aligned country. Merkel’s father set- 
tled in the Russia-controlled east, by choice, 
because of his political preferences. 

As the Ukrainians were shelled continu- 
ally during the cease fire and the dead bodies 
and those of the wounded were being col- 
lected, the foreign minister of France opined 
that peace was holding. This is uncivilized. 

Although the French and German lead- 
ers had admitted that there was little chance 
for the peace to hold, their intent is suspect. 
Russia regrouped and attacked. There seems 
to have been a determination not to let Pu- 
tin lose just as there was momentum that 
the United States might finally send lethal 
defence arms to Ukraine to even out the dis- 
advantage it was facing from the Russia side. 

As aresult, the German and French efforts 
gave Ukraine more grief, Russia a moral vic- 
tory, and turned into terrorist collaborators. 

But this is not the end. Russia can be de- 
feated by the West. It is neither as strong 
militarily nor diplomatically; at least not yet. 
It has, however, just advanced another notch 
thanks to the enemy within. 

Oksana Bashuk Hepburn, former director 
with the Canadian Human Rights Commis- 
sion, writes on issues dealing with Ukraine. 


Stand together 


against Russia 


or fall together as one 


By Peter Goldring, MP, Edmonton East 
Where is Turkey on Ukraine/Russia? A 
delegation for Turkey appeared before the 
Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs and 
International Development in Parliament 
Feb. 24, of which I am a member. I noted that 
the question for Turkey should be, ‘Where is 
Turkey on Ukraine versus Russia?’ Russia 
has invaded Ukraine and has occupied 
Crimea. Both actions upset the international 
balance and are against international law. 
Hundreds of thousands of Crimean 
Tatars live in fear of their occupiers. This 
community retains strong ties to the Tatar 
community of Turkey, which, following 
the deportation of 1944, still call Crimea 
‘home’. With upwards of 500 000 Crimean 
Tatars in Turkey, four times the size of 


that in Ukraine, the Crimean crisis of 2014 
was widely experienced and must disturb 
Turkey. Turkey has historic ties to Ukraine 
and claims to be connected by a religious, 
linguistic, and cultural bridge. Emphasizing 
its support for the Ukrainian people and 
the Ukrainian government since aggression 
began in early 2014, where is Turkey today? 

Canada is doing its part, implementing 
increasingly stringent sanctions against Russia 
in retribution for their crimes against Ukraine 
and Ukrainian citizens. Why does Turkey not 
do the same? Why is Turkey profiting from 
the sanctions, disregarding the sanctions, and 
supplying Russia with all its needs? 

We must stand together against the tyranny 
of Russia or one day we will fall together as 
one. 


Another death in 
Kharkiv bombing 


(RFE/RL)—A third person has died as a result of a bombing in the 
eastern Ukrainian city of Kharkiv. 

The Kharkiv city council’s press service said on February 23 that a 
15-year-old boy has also died from the injuries he received in the blast. 

Two people, a policeman and an activist, were killed by the bombing 
on February 22. 

A minute of silence was observed in Kharkiv on February 23 in honor 
of those who died and at least 10 others who were wounded in the 
explosion. 

The bomb exploded during a march in Kharkiv marking the Maidan 
antigovernment protests in Kyiv one year ago that ousted President 
Viktor Yanukovych. 
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Cajun Suite 


Vinok brings spirit of New 
Orleans to Edmonton 


(UkrNews)}—Vinok Worldance 
continued it pre-Lenten tradition of 
bringing the spirit of New Orleans 
to Edmonton with their Mardi Gras 
celebration held February 14 at the 
Chateau Louis Conference Centre. 

With the Grand Ballroom con- 
verted into a replica of the famed 


| New Orleans Bourbon Street party 


district, vendor booths were set up 
to offer a variety of Louisiana fare 
with selections like gumbo, jamba- 
laya, oysters, hearty Po’ boy sand- 
wiches and sweet beignets, while 
members of Vinok entertained with 
their dances. 

The first half featured the impro- 
visational “Street Dancing” and 
diverse influences of New Orleans, 
including Cajun, African and Span- 
ish Cultures. 

Among the numbers was a fla- 
menco piece performed by Leanne 
Koziak, Taissa Marko and Katie 
Calverley, replete with the rhyth- 


mic foot tapping, a flirtatious 
belly dance performed by Natasha 
Mandrusiak, who invited audience 
members to join her, a Gigue by 
Stano Giertl and Francis Mayrand 
with violinist Moni Mathew, a tap 
impersonation by Marko and Paige 
Tirs, closing with Gumboots per- 
formed by all the dancers, who also 
included Dario Charles. 

Special guest performers were 
Mara, Marina & Mariana Dzenick, 
who sang two French songs in both 
halves and performed an Italian 
Tarantella in the second. 

The second half opened with all 
the dancers and musicians march- 
ing in to the strains of When the 
Saints go marching in before pro- 
ceeding right into a Cajun Suite 
and closing with a Country and 
Western number. 

The other special guest perform- 
ers in the second half were Vincen- 
zo & Ida Renzi who performed a 


Tango as a special Valentine’s Day 
feature. 

Another special guest was singer 
Elizabeth MacInnis, who joined the 
Vinok musicians led by Mathew, 
who also included Dianne Teddy 
on accordion, George Koufogi- 
annakis on guitar, Dean Pierno 
on drums, Andrew Reid on piano, 
Keith Rempel on bass/sousaphone 
and Don Ross on clarinet/flute. 

This fundraiser, in support of 
the artistic programs of Vinok 
Worldance was part of the 25th 
Anniversary season and featured a 
silent auction, mask sales and street 
vendors. 

In addition, Vinok had an addi- 
tional charitable component with 
their “Mardi Bras” Contest. At- 
tendees could decorate a bra and 
bring it to the event. The Canadian 
Breast Cancer Foundation received 
a $10 donation for each entry and 
guests voted on their favourites. 


Mara, Marina & Mariana Dzenick perform 


Ukraine imposes more currency controls 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine’s | сепігаї 
bank has imposed а temporary ban 
on purchases of foreign currencies 
by authorized banks on behalf of 
their customers. 

The ban, in effect from Febru- 
ary 25 to February 27, is the latest 
move by Ukraine’s National Bank 
aimed at supporting the troubled 
hryvnia currency. 

The central bank also in- 
creased the waiting time from 
three to four business days for 


the purchase of foreign currency 
through deposits in special ac- 
counts, or for making advance 
payments on imports worth more 
than $50,000. 

Prime Minister Arseniy Yat- 
senyuk criticized the move, saying 
it was made without consultation 
with the government and would not 
bring stability to the hryvnia. 

Yatsenyuk also called on parlia- 
ment to convene urgently to debate 
how to stabilize Ukraine’s financial 


system. 

Ukraine’s conflict has hit the 
economy hard, with the hryvnia 
losing about 70 percent of its value 
on foreign-exchange markets dur- 
ing the past year. 

On February 23, with the hryv- 
nia trading about 9 percent lower 
than its level the previous week, 
the central bank capped payments 
in foreign currencies at $500,000 
without letters of credit from for- 
eign banks. 
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The opening Pryvit including dancers from grades three to nine 


Shumka School presents 
Colours of Culture 


(UkrNews)—The Shumka 
School of Ukrainian Dance pre- 
sented their annual winter concert 
“Colours of a Culture’ at the Eva 
O. Howard Theatre at the Victoria 
School of the Arts in Edmonton. 

A total of 19 numbers were per- 
formed by the students who start as 
early as three years old. 

Since 1989, the schools has of- 
fered a high quality Ukrainian 
dance training program that pro- 


vides dancers with a strong back- 
ground in traditional and contem- 
porary Ukrainian dance. This is 
achieved through curriculum-based 
training and stage performance ex- 
periences. 

The Shumka School strives 
to create a fun yet educational 
Ukrainian dance environment with 
the highest priority placed upon 
developing the required skills of 
technique and performance. Its 


Sailors of Ukraine as performed by the Beginners 


EU, U.S. call on Russia 
to release Savchenko 


(RFE/RL)—The European Union and the United States have issued 
fresh calls on Russia to release hunger-striking Ukrainian pilot Nadia 
Savchenko. 

The statements came after a Moscow court upheld a ruling extending 
the pretrial detention period for Savchenko, who has been on a hunger 
strike for 76 days, until May 13. 

А spokeswoman for EU foreign policy chief Federica Mogherini, Maja 
Kocijancic, condemned the decision in a February 26 statement and said 
that “Russia bears a responsibility for [Savchenko’s] very fragile health.” 

She called for Savchenko’s urgent release "оп humanitarian grounds” 


and said it would be in line with commitments to release detainees under | 


a peace deal for the conflict between government forces and Russian- 
backed rebels in eastern Ukraine. 

In a statement on February 25, U.S. State Department spokeswoman 
Jen Psaki also cited those commitments and said the United States 
“deplores [Savchenko’s] ill-treatment and is deeply concerned about her 
deteriorating health.” 

Savchenko says she was captured by the rebels in June and illegally 
taken to Russia, which has charged her with involvement in a mortar 
attack that killed two Russian journalists. 

Savchenko denies the charges and says Russia has no right to hold or 
prosecute her. 


instructors are among the most 
knowledgeable and experienced 
dance instructors in Canada. 

The Shumka School of Dance is 
recognized as a benchmark for pro- 
gressive and nurturing Ukrainian 
dance training. The School is com- 
mitted to engaging young people 
from all heritage backgrounds in 
the performing arts; fostering a 
love for a broad scope of Ukrain- 
ian dance; providing solid dance 
training to young people who wish 
to pursue a career in dance, as well 
as to young people whose inter- 
est in dance is purely recreational; 
promoting active and healthy life- 
styles, accommodating a variety 
of physical abilities and learning 
styles; and serving as a career de- 
velopment opportunity for dance 
instructors and choreographers. 
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Shumka celebrates the 
Classics on March 13 


(Bottom Line Productions)— 
The Ukrainian Shumka Dancers 
return to the Jubilee Auditorium 
stage on Friday evening, March 13, 
2015, with their restaging of the 
much-beloved traditional dance- 
theatre tale, Katrusia. 

The evening’s proceedings will 


begin with a pre-performance 
talk hosted by Dr. Andriy 
Nahachewsky, Director of the 


Kule Folklore Centre and Huculak 
Chair of Ukrainian Culture and 
Ethnography at the University of 
Alberta. Dr. Nahachewsky will 
share his knowledge of the history 
and evolution of Hopak as a dance 
form and how Shumka’s Hopak 
relates to that evolution. His 
presentation will provide interested 
concert-goers a wonderful 
opportunity to expand their own 
understandings about the place of 
traditional Ukrainian dance on the 
contemporary stage. 

The story of Katrusia revolves 
around the character of the young 
daughter of a Ukrainian village 
blacksmith, a girl who too often 
exasperates her doting father with 
her stubborn unwillingness to 
conform to 17th century societal 
expectations of the role of women. 
However, it is that same strength 
of character which also allows 
her to see beyond the age-old 
cultural animosities that enclose 
communities. She teaches others 
that despite ethnic divides, with 
understanding and compassion 
there can be found kind-heartedness 
in all of humankind. Her uplifting 
theme of reconciliation becomes a 
moral for all time. 
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Hopak fish flop 


The performance will conclude 
with a thrilling tribute to the three- 
decade anniversary of Shumka’s 
renowned Hopak. Applauded on 
stages from Edmonton to Ottawa, 
and from the Orient to Ukraine, 
Shumka’s classic Hopak will 
be danced by members of the 
Company joined by both Shumka 
Alumni in tribute to its past as 
well as by senior members of the 
Shumka School of Dance as a 
window into the future. This will be 
a once-in-a-generation celebration 
that will certainly thrill. 

A post-performance reception 
will follow. 

Tickets are $25 and are available 
at the Shumka office, 12245— 
131 Street, Edmonton. Call 780- 
455-9559 or email June.Eeles@ 
shumka.com. 
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Здалека — поклін Каменярам 


Напередодні 200 літнього ювілею 
народження Шевченка, здійснився сон 
нашого Вічного Революціонера, Івана 
Франка. Каменярі в переддень великих 
роковин, віддали найбільшу честь Вели- 
кому Кобзареві. Наповнені "духом що тіло 
рве до бою" який "рве за поступ, щастя й 
волю" показали що "він живе, він ще не 
BMep’. "Боролися й побороли"! Нагнали 
ганебного президента-розбійника. В пер- 
шу річницю згадаймо та поклонім голови 
перед усіма каменярами Євромайдану! 

Як колись, Україна надалі переживає 
злидніякі описував Шевченко в поемі, Роз- 
рита Могила, ще 170 років тому. "Сплюн- 
дрована" ненька з "запроданими степа- 
MH’, "діти на чужині, на чужій роботі". 
"Перевертні помагають москалеві госпо- 
дарювати, та з матері полатану сорочку 
знімати". "Недолюдки Матір катують", a 
"Мати, ридає". На Майдані Незалежності 
продовжено попередні зусилля дійти до 
обіцяної землі, та "Революція Гідності" 

- наново пробудила Україну та дала напрям 
на "путь до святої мети". 

Тривалий страшний сон Шевченка, су- 
часна "гранітна скала', під якою стояли 
сотки тисячів каменярів "яких давив один 
страшний тягар'. Ніби на Божий наказ 
"лупали скалу" з вірою що "призначено 
скалу цю розбить, всі як один, підняли 
вгору руки, І тисяч молотів о камінь загу- 
ло". І "зимовий холод їх не спиняв, 3HOCH- 
ли труд, і спрагу, й голод". На жаль, також 
зносили побиття, тортури, пролиття крові 
й смерть. В першу річницю поклонім 
найнижче голови "Небесній Сотні! 3 
вдячністю за посвяту й жертву. 

Майданівці "Каменярами" стали- - -ра- 
бами волі, на шляху поступу...Ї всі вірили 
що своїми руками, розіб'ємо скалу, роз- 
дробимо граніт... за нами прийде нове 
життя, добро нове у світ....Ї молота ніхто 
із рук не випускав. «ішли в одну громаду 
скуті, святою думкою. На майдані тоді 
найсильніше билося серце України, та по 
всьому світу серця всіх українців одно- 
стайно билися з тим могутнім серцем. 

Важко стримати сльози коли чується но- 
вий реквієм "Пливе Kaya’, та коли перед 
очима з'являються знімки полеглих героїв, 
лютих днів Майдану. Сльози скорботи, бо 
жаль стратити хоробрих борців, розквіт 
України. Жаль їхних осиротілих дітей та 
овдовілих жінок. Жаль батьків і матерів які 
зазнали найбільший життєвий біль- похо- 
вати свою дитину. Лишили рідних братів 
і сестер та друзів. Горем опечалені також 
ми всі, бо ми діти однієї матері- Неньки 
України. Вони переживуть своїх катів в 
пам'яті народу. Вічная Пам'ять полеглим! 
Нехай з Богом спочивають! 

Також жаль всіх побитих і ранених. Дав 
би Бог їм швидкого повернення здоров'я. 
Молимось за їхнє виздоровлення та 
реабілітацію. 

Одночасно являються сльози радості й 
вдячності томущо Україна породила та- 
ких відданих синів й дочок, які ідучи в не- 
знану путь, пліч-о-пліч підбадьорювалися 
кличем "Разом до кінця. Разом до перемо- 
ги." Даючи відсіч кровожадній владі вони 
забезпечили перемогу. Один священн- 
ник, що благословляв поранених 1 вми- 
раючих зауважив що "Я не бачив в їхніх 
очах страху. Святе Письмо навчає що 
немає більшої любові ніж віддати жит- 
тя за ближнього. Вони вірили що "Нехай 
наші голови за ваші будуть." Гордимося 
ними! Кожний цивілізований народ висо- 
ко цінить таких лицарів. 

Також з помилуванням треба стави- 
тися до сімей загиблих міліціонерів, які 
оплакують своїх батьків, мужів та синів. 
Міліціонери, жертви жадоби вже бувшої 
влади, яка наказувала їм "Нехай ваші го- 
лови за наші будуть". Загинули вони "ні за 

цапову душу. Це доказом неморальності 
хижаків які тільки думають, як вони мо- 
жуть насититися, забезпечуючи свої 
інтереси життям своїх підлеглих. Доказує 
їхню зневагу до цілого народу, незважаю- 
чи хто вони, чи якою мовою вони гово- 
рять. 

Головний замовник вбивств піде в за- 
буття. Історикам України він лишиться 
тільки як "Кат Майдану, зек i розбійник, 


який перетворив Україну в печеру 
розбійників." Нехай здійсниться над ним 
прокляття Шевченкового Посланіє: "Чужі 
люде цураються, В хату не пускають, 
Свої діти, - як чужії, І немає злому, на всій 
землі безконешній веселого дому. Тільки 
його побратими, неморальні розбійники, 
дають йому притулок. 

Ганьба також тітушкам і яничарам які 
допомагали владі провокаціями, поши- 
ренням брехні та всяким лихом, що чи- 
нили. Соромно що такі люди на світі є, 
але в кожні країні є безсовісні жадні люди 
та кримінальний елемент. Тільки зек міг 
таких винюхати щоб йому послужили. 
Доказ що тягне свій до свого. Головне, 
встановити 11-ту заповідь "Не допускай 
яничарів до влади, і легше тобі буде на 
землі. Тих що причетні до побиття та 
вбивст, знайдуть та подадуть до судової 
відповідальності. Всі нетерпеливо чека- 
ють цього! 

Набагато більше чим гордитися ніж со- 
ромитися. Лишаються в пам'яті: 

священники які між двома фронта- 
ми молилися та закликали до злагоди, 
відправляли Богослуження, а пізніше бла- 
гословили поранених 1 вмираючих, нади- 
хали вірою що "Блаженні голодні і спраглі 
справедливости, бо вони наситяться"; 

дівчата які заквітчалися та чарували 
беркутів щоб ті зпам'яталися і не були 
дикунами; 

бабусі i дідусі яким в очах все палала 
надія кращого життя дітям та внукам; та 
їхні діти й внуки які поділили цю надію, 
й відстоювали на майдані; 

медсестри, лікарі та перша поміч які 
доглядали всіх постраждалих; 

командири які організували та зберігали 
дисціпліну; 

кухарки і інтенданти які готували й до- 
ставляли їжу й пиття; 

донощики, що заставляли харчі, паливо 
та все що потрібне було; 

шофери які довозили та були учасника- 
ми автомайдану; 

інженери які видумували всякий спосіб 
давати відсіч і опір без зброї; 

передачі які з рук до рук доставляли 
каміння й коктелі молотова на фронт опо- 
ру; 

будівельники барикад; 

айтішники які координували кому- 
нікацію; 

викладачі які навчали на майдані; 

журналісти які описували й повідом- 
ляли, часто в небезпечних обставинах; 

правозахисники які слідкували за ареш- 
тованими та повідомляли світ про злочи- 
ни влади; 


промовці які інспірували та пові- 
домляли зі сцени; 
артисти які на сцені виступали, 


підбадьорювали й розважали; 

депутати й політики з опозиції які ви- 
ступали в Верховні Раді в обороні справи 
та перед світом повідомляли своїх та чу- 
жих ЗМІ; 

учасники які часто приходили на май- 
дан, надавали вагу акції та попертя й до- 
помогу, 

постійники майдану які 
відходили; 

борці які не жаліли своєю безпекою 
й в перших рядах ставили опір і давали 
відсіч, свято віруючи що "Хто борець той 
здобуває світ!" 

Всі вони ділили надію з минулого , "Ра- 
зом нас багато- нас не подолати!" Всі вони 
каменярі яким належить поклін! Горди- 
мося ними! 

Крім учасників лишаються в пам'яті 
знімки, відеокліпи, та статті які по- 
казували й описували світовій події 
Євромайдану. Лишаються в пам'яті нові 
пісні, поезії та фільми якими будемо 
пам'ятати Євромайдан та які доказують 
велику творчість, культуру та духовність 
нашого народу. 

Понад усе, Євромайдан змінив нас усіх. 
Ми вже не ті що рік тому були. Встали з 
колін на ноги! Як кажуть люди, "Шукали 
Європу-знайшли Україну" Відродження 
нам поможе перемогти в війні яку 
виповіла Москва. 

Хоч почали "Каменярі" лупати гранітну 


ніколи не 


скалу, вона ще не розбита та залишки сто- 
ять на заваді на шляху до обіцяної землі, 
Хоч є новий уряд ще тривають старі про- 
блеми, але тепер відновилася надія що 
буде поступ та реформа. 

Історичний ворог України, Москва, на- 
пала на Україну та повторяються події 
Руїни 1657-1687 років, коли Москва 
сіяла розбрат між українцями. Лишилася 
приповідка що "Від Богдана до Івана-не 
було гетьмана." Ціль тоді була послабити 
Україну щоб її поневолити та котролюва- 
ти. Сьогоднішня ціль та сама. Прийшов 
до влади новітній цар який відновлює 
царат та хоче відновити імперію. Як тоді- 
це не на користь росіян, але на корість 
збереження режиму який служить малій 
жадній еліті але не народу. 

Слова Володимира Винниченка, з часів 
визвольних змагань майже 100 років 
тому, знов пригадують що "Вся історія 
відносин між Москвою та Україною від 
Переяславського Договору 1654-го року, 
з того моменту є планомірне, безоглядне, 
безсоромне, нахабне нищення української 
нації всякими способами, вщерть до стер- 
тя всякого сліду її, щоб навіть імени її 
не лишилось. Історична ціль Москви 
триває! Смертельна загроза триває! Бо- 
ротьба продовжується та мусить завер- 
шитися нашою перемогою! 

В поемі "Європа Мовчала" Олександр 
Олесь в 1931-му р. писав "Коли Україна: 
за право життя з катами боролась, жила і 
вмирала...в нерівній боротьбі вся сходила 
кров'ю і слізьми стікала...в залізнім ярмі 
робила на пана і в ранах орала...криваві 
жнива зібравши для ката, сама умирала... 
життя прокляла і ціла могилою стала... 
ЄВРОПА МОВЧАЛА!" 

Як часи змінилися? Тепер Європа вже 
не мовчить, але навпаки безперестанку 
говорить, але дуже мало діє. Сьогоднішна 
дія нарівнює минуле мовчання! Нажаль, 
Америка подібно мало діє. Ось тут го- 
ловне завдання діаспори. Зворушити 
західний світ до дії, до оборони України 
та тим чином до оборони самих себе та 
міжнародного права. 

З нагоди річниці Небесної Сотні та за- 
вершення Євромайдану, поклонім голови 
перед усіма  майданцями-каменярами! 
Поклонім голови перед новими героями 
бо вже до сотні приєдналися тисячі нових 
борців-героїв! ШПодивляймо хоробрість 
Надії Савченко-нової мучиниці! Молімся 
за упокій їх душ на панахидах та мовчаз- 
но в серцях! Нехай кожен в цей час про- 
веде іспит совісті. Як я можу віддати на- 
лежну честь та долучитися до боротьби за 
буття свого народу та України? 

Застановімся в цьому іспиті совісті та 
подумаймо який наш народ щасливий, 


що Бог післав нам пророків, які здавна 
дають нам дороговкази. Вони не тільки 
описали долю України але також лишили 
повчальні слова щоб здійснити перемогу. 
Слова Івана Франка в творі "Великі Ро- 
ковини" дають ідеї для роздумання, та на 
часі бо ми ще в році великих роковин Ве- 
ликого Кобзаря. 

Революціонер питається: 


"Де нам взять Богдана? 
Тільки ти придатний будь 
На святе, велике діло! 
Загартуй думки і грудь! 


До високого літання, 
Ненастанно пробуй крил, 
А Богдан прийде, як сума 
Ваших змагань, ваших сил, 


До великого моменту 

Будь готовий кожний з вас, 
Кожний може стать Богданом, 
Як настане слушний час. 


Мовиш: "Нині інші війни), 
Ну то іншу зброю куй, 

Ум гостри, насталюй волю, 
Лиш воюй, а не тоскуй! 


Кожний думай, що на тобі 
Мілійонів стан стоїть, 
Що за долю мілійонів 
Мусиш дати ти одвіт. 


Кожний думай: тут, втім місці, 
Де стою я у вогні, 

Важиться тепер вся доля 
Величезної війни. 


Та ж недаром пробудився 
Український жвавий рід. 
Та ж недаром іскри грають 
У вочах тих молодих! 

Чей нові мечі засяють 

У правицях, у твердих, 
Досі нас наруга жерла, 


Досі нас наруга жре, 
Та ми крикнім: "Ще на вмерла, 
Ще не вмерла і не вмре! 


Abba жан 


Сьогодні бачимо що багато воїнів 
живуть та вмирають тими словами! 
Сьогодні ми покликані жити прикладом 
"каменярів". Молотів із рук не випускай- 
мо! Хоч іще далеко до обіцяної землі, 
знов її видно над обрієм. Все пам'ятаймо 
як наші серця одностайно билися, які 
ми могутні "коли в одну громаду скуті, 
святою думкою"!. По мірі можливості 
приєднаймось всі до боротьби! "Борімося- 
Поборимо!" 

Ігор Брода 


Курс гривні стабілізується - експерти 


(Голос Америки) Сьогодні гривня ще 
падає, але вже в березні-квітні почне рости, 
обіцяють українські урядовці. Україна 
домовилася із МВФ про нову програму 
фінансування обсягом у 17,5 мільярда 
доларів. До Верховної Ради Кабмін вже 
подав проект реформ, які погодили із фон- 
дом. У разі їх затвердження парламен- 
том, фінансисти очікують на добро Ради 
директорів МВФ і перший транш, який 
прийде на початку наступного місяця. 

Ризик дефолту, про який так довго го- 
ворили песимісти, скасовуєтсья. Україна 
домовилася з МВФ про нову програму 
фінансування. На саме поняття дефолт у 
Мінфіні тепер накладено табу. 

«Сума - немала. Якщо порівняти до 
ВВП України, вона одна з найбільших в 
історії МВФ. Я думаю, що ця співпраця 
дозволить нам стабілізувати фінансову і 
банківську системи», - говорить міністр 
фінансів України Наталія Яресько. 

Експерти погоджуються — грошей, які 
надає МВФ та інші міжнародні доно- 
ри, достатньо, щоб пережити нинішній 
скрутний рік. 

Подібної думки виконавчий дирек- 


тор міжнародного з фонду  Блейзера 
Олег Устенко. «В будь-якому разі об- 
сяги зовнішнього фінансування, які ми 
отримаємо від МВФ та інших зовнішніх 
кредиторів, можуть дати нам можливість 
подолати нинішню кризу та в 2016-ому 
сподіватися на невелике економічне зро- 
стання», - сказав він. 

Перші результати громадяни відчують 
вже у березні-квітні. Експерти прогнозу- 
ють - гривня нарешті стабілізується. 

«Як тільки будуть зараховані перші 
кошти від МВФ, ми побачимо укріплення 
гривні. На наш погляд, долар буде кош- 
тувати в діапазоні від 20 до 22 гривень. 
Якщо припустити, що уряд буде таки 
робити економічні реформи 1 програ- 
ма співпраці з МВФ діятиме, ми може- 
мо розраховувати навіть на суттєвіше 
укріплення гривні», - продовжує Устенко. 

Фінансисти додають: більше ніж будь- 
які кредити МВФ, українцям можуть до- 
помоги вони самі. Якщо будуть здійснені 
справжні реформи і зупиниться війна, в 
Україну хлине потік грошей. I не позичок, 
а інвестицій. І тоді ситуація в країні може 
змінитися на краще кардинально. 
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Holodomor partnership 
registers wide impact 


(CIUS)—An event held on Feb. 
4 at Winnipeg’s Canadian Mu- 
seum for Human Rights (CMHR), 
drew some 500 people interested 
in learning more about the devas- 
tating famine created by Bolshevik 
leaders intent on breaking Ukrain- 
ian resistance to the Kremlin’s 
forced collectivization drive and 
preventing the real or imagined 
threat of Ukraine ever separating 
from the Soviet Union. 

Organized by the CMHR and the 
Holodomor Awareness and Educa- 
tion Committee of the Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress (UCC), Mani- 
toba Council, “Covering or Uncoy- 
ering the Truth: Media Reporting 
on the Holodomor,” examined how 
a free press could both alert the 
world and document human rights 
abuses, while at the same time con- 
tributing to their cover-up. 

The evening began with a screen- 
ing of the documentary film, "Соу- 
ering the Holodomor: Memory 
Eternal,” currently showing at the 
Museum’s “Breaking the Silence 
Gallery,” followed by an introduc- 
tory presentation by CHMR histor- 
ian-curator, Dr. Jeremy Maron. 

Jars Balan of the Canadian In- 
stitute of Ukrainian Studies then 
shared some of the preliminary 
findings from research done by the 
Kule Ukrainian Canadian Stud- 
ies Centre at CIUS under the aus- 
pices of the on-going Holodomor 
Research and Education Con- 
sortium, funded by the Temerty 
Family Foundation. In his presen- 
tation, Jars discussed the extensive 
coverage given to developments 
in Soviet Ukraine during Stalin’s 
First Five-Year Plan, including 
the Great Famine of 1932-33 in 
Ukraine. He showed how attention 
was deflected away from one of the 
twentieth century’s greatest crimes 


against humanity by the Krem- 
lin’s propaganda and by Canadian 
fellow-travellers and apologists for 
Moscow who knowingly or unwit- 
tingly facilitated its spread. 

He also spoke about some of the 
Canadian journalists who reported 
from the Soviet Union during the 
period of mass starvation, among 
them Rhea Clyman, a Toronto- 
born correspondent for the Lon- 
don Daily Express and the Toronto 
Telegram. In the fall of 1932, the 28 
year-old Clyman made a 5000 mile 
road trip by car that took her from 
Moscow through eastern Ukraine 
and the Kuban region to Tbilisi, 
Georgia, where she was arrested by 
the secret police and subsequently 
deported for “defaming” the Soviet 
Union with her first-hand accounts 
about “uprisings and hunger rebel- 
lions” and the “nationalization of 
women.” У 

Complementing the presenta- 
tions was a major exhibit obtained 
from Kyiv’s National Museum 
commemorating the Holodomor, 
being shown for the first time out- 
side of Ukraine. Organized by Irka 
Balan and Valya Noseworthy of the 
Holodomor Committee, Manitoba 
UCC, the displays included thirty- 
three panels in Ukrainian and 
English depicting various aspects 
of the man-made famine. Also on 
view were memorial books listing 
known victims of the Holodomor 
by oblasts. 

While in Winnipeg, Balan gave 
interviews on the CBC radio drive 
home show hosted by Ismaila Alfa, 
and on CJOB’s Nighthawk pro- 
gram with Geoff Currier. In the 
days following his talk he partici- 
pated in an informal “meet and 
greet” with representatives of the 
Mennonite Heritage Centre who 
are active in charitable projects in 


Ukraine, and authored an op-ed 
piece for the Winnipeg Free Press 
titled “Soviet-style Propaganda 
Still in Use,” published on 9 Febru- 
ary. 
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How Many Maidans Does 
Ukraine Need to Become 


Different? 


Speaker: Andrey Kurkov 


In late February 2014, after months of 
protests, the pro-Moscow regime of Victor 
Yanukovych in Ukraine collapsed and he 
fled the country. Called the Revolution of 
Dignity, this event triggered an aggressive 
response from Russia, which annexed the 
Crimean peninsula and instigated a war 

in eastern Ukraine. Mr. Kurkov will be 
speaking on Ukraine's recent political and 


cultural transformation. 


Monday, March 9, 2015 
7:00 p.m. 


2-115 Education North Bldg. 


Andrey Kurkov is a world- 
renowned Ukrainian novelist, 
movie scriptwriter, and essayist. A 
member of PEN International, he 
has published 18 novels, 7 books 
for children, and more than 30 film 
scripts. His works have appeared in 
36 languages. His most recent work, 
Ukraine Diaries: Dispatches from 
Kiev, documents the Euromaidan 
Revolution (also known as the 
Revolution of Dignity) from its 
inception in late November 2013 
through April 2014. 


Putin delivered ultimatum to Ukraine 


(UNIAN)—Russian President Vladimir Putin is acting as if he hadn’t 
signed any agreements in Minsk, Ukraine’s negotiator, second Ukrainian 
President Leonid Kuchma said in an interview with the parliament’s 
official newspaper Holos Ukrainy on Wednesday, according to Ukrainian 
television’s Podrobnosti program. 

“We were actually given an ultimatum: If we don’t accept its terms and 
stop any resistance, we’ll cease to exist as an independent state,” Kuchma 
said. 

“{Putin] made it clear that he would not stop before any losses and 
costs in achieving his goal,” he said. 

Kuchma also said he believed that such an ultimatum had been 
delivered not only to Ukraine, but to the whole of the Western world. 
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Плетіння масувальної сітки 


Наше паломництво 
тільки на початку, — 
владика Борис Гудзяк 


(Прес-служба LvBS) «Дуже 
важливо не опускати носа. Наше 
паломництво тільки на початку, 
ми маємо ще тривалий шлях», 
- з такими словами звернувся 
Президент Українського като- 
лицького університету владика 
Борис (Гудзяк) до підприємців у 
Львівській бізнес-школі. 

13 лютого в УКУ відбулась 
зустріч | з | нагоди | 7-ліття 
Спільноти Львівської бізнес- 
школи (LVBS). Цього ana 
у WKO діяли волонтерські 
майстерні: учасники та випуск- 
ники, викладачі і друзі школи 
працювали на благо АТО. Так 
спільно вдалось зробити 150 ба- 
лаклав, 100 ангелів-оберегів, 10 
кг енергетичних батончиків і 12 
метрів маскувальної сітки. Усі 
речі LVBS передасть військовим 
у зону АТО. 

Звертаючись до Спільноти 
LvBS єпарх Паризької єпархії 
УГКЦ владика Борис (Гудзяк) 
зазначив: «Ще 15 місяців тому 
у світі нас майже не помічали: 
що таке Україна, де вона, яка її 
історія?.. Після доленосних днів 
лютого, після того як почалась 
анексія Криму, ми з Миросла- 
вом Мариновичем оббивали у 
першій декаді березня пороги 
брюссельських інституцій. Не 
безрезультатно, але  широко- 
го розуміння ситуації не було. 
З того часу багато змінилося. 
Напевне, нас сьогодні може не 
вповні вдовольняти реакція світу 
на події в Україні. Але суттєві 
зміни таки відбулись: багато лю- 
дей у світі побачили нас, тому 
що той Майдан, на який вийшли 
ви, знайшов віддзеркалення у 
майданах по усьому світу». 

Так, за словами президен- 
та Українського католицького 
університету, у свідомості цілого 
світу з'явилися поняття України 
i українців: «Ми з'явились 
на карті. Сьогодні свідомо чи 
підсвідомо | європейці  пита- 
ють себе: а чому за цей прапор 
українці віддають своє життя?», 
- резюмував він. 

На думку владики, кожне 
наше свідчення, кожна постава 
гідності, солідарність не зника- 
ють марно. «Наша мета також 
допомогти відновити гідність 
росіян. Не було ще тирана, який 
не пішов з цього світу, і май- 
же кожен - ішов ганебно. Дуже 
важливо не опускати носа. Наше 
паломництво тільки на початку, 
ми маємо ще тривалий шлях», 
- підсумував він, звертаючись 
до спільноти Львівської бізнес- 
школи УКУ. 


Владика Борис (Гудзяк) 


Не боятись та іти вперед за- 
кликав | підприємців | ректор 
Українського католицького 
університету о. д-р Богдан Прах: 
«Ви - люди, які відважно ідуть 
вперед, які знаходять час, щоб 
вчитися і перемагати. Нам не 
можна ні на одну годину забува- 
ти, що все залежить від нас: на 
нашій землі ми маємо бути го- 
сподарями! I нам треба все зро- 
бити, аби змінити свою країну і 
зламати стару систему», - додав 


ректор. 
Декан Львівської  бізнес- 
школи Софія Опацька зазна- 


чила: «Відчути насправді, що 
таке Спільнота LvBS ми мали 
можливість | протягом  остан- 
нього року, коли могли покла- 
стись один на одного у будь-якій 
ситуації. Я вірю, що той останній 
рік, який ми прожили разом, до- 
дав нам такої сили як ніколи, і 
ми будемо готові змінювати цю 
країну. Допомагаймо один одно- 
му, підтримуймо, підставляймо 
плече, бо разом ми можемо на- 
багато більше». 

Також цього дня відбулось 


вручення | сертифікатів | ви- 
пускникам 2-го набору  про- 
грами інноваційного підходу 


до державного управління. 36 
управлінців з різних регіонів 
України стали випускниками 
програми «Good Соуегапсе» 
(«Ефективне управління»). 
Після навчання в Українському 
католицькому університеті вони 
готові до професійної роботи в 
органах державного управління 
для того, щоб втілювати. реальні 
зміни та реформи. 
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Священнослужителі під час протистоянь на вул. Грушевського у Києві 


Священики: від духовної сотні 
Майдану - до батальйону капеланів 


Богдана Костюк, Радіо Свобода 

Рік тому зі сцени київського Майдану разом із 
гімном лунала молитва. Українські священики 
всіх конфесій були разом зі своєю паствою. Сло- 
ва Євангелія про те, що пастух повинен мати за- 
пах своїх овець, вони сприймали буквально — i 
так само, які 1 протестувальники на Майдані, 
пахли димом. Нині молитвою i добрим словом 
священнослужителі підтримують воїнів, які боро- 
нять незалежність і територіальну цілісність дер- 
жави. Християнські священики - представники 
різних конфесій - утворили батальйон військових 
капеланів; свою підтримку бійцям надають i 
юдейські та мусульманські священнослужителі. 
I хоча відповідний закон лише готується, десятки 
священиків на передовій вже змінили ряси на ка- 
муфляж. Але до рук взяли не так зброю, як Святе 
письмо. 

Солдат на війні захищає країну. Священик - 
душу солдата. I не лише молитвою, а i добрим 
словом, згадує офіцер добровольчого батальйону 
«Карпатська січ», захисник донецького аеропор- 
ту Микола Тихонов. Він каже, що без духовної і 
моральної підтримки капелана отця Олега вистоя- 
ти на лінії вогню було би значно складніше. 

«На війні немає атеїстів. От з нами в аеропор- 
ту був військовий капелан. Розмови ми з ним вели 
різні, мені зараз пригадується, як ми з ним на по- 
сту сиділи і обговорювали, хто які опери любить. 
Я, наприклад, люблю «Тоску», а наш капелан інші 
опери згадував. Про книжки були розмови, і вия- 
вилось, що наш отець Олег любить фантастику, як 
i я», - розповів Тихонов у розмові з Радіо Свобода. 

Отець Олег - родом з Київщини, а нині слу- 
жить дияконом в одній з протестантських церков 
у Києві. У новому терміналі донецького аеропорту 
він змінив православного священика Київського 
партіархату. 

Ці душпастирі належать до міжконфесійного 
батальйону військових капеланів, який утворено у 
перші дні воєнної агресії Росії проти України. Ба- 
гато хто з капеланів служив на Майдані і пройшов 
«пекельні барикади», згадує священик. 

«Була така думка - служити з бійцями в окопах, 
на самій передовій. У нашому батальйоні ми бага- 
то думали, планували і домовлялись, куди поїхати 
служити. Мені зателефонувала знайома волонтерка 
і спитала, чи можу привезти у донецький аеропорт 
спальники. | ще вона сказала, що була можливість 
для наших хлопців, капеланів, потрапити до ає- 
ропорту. Ми планували поїхати вдвох, але волон- 
терка попередила, що машина одна і місце вільне 
одне. Таким чином я потрапив в аеропорт. Був там 
двічі, першого разу — на диспетчерській вишці 11 
днів і у самому аєропорту півмісяця. А вдруге був 
близько місяця в новому терміналі», - розповів 
Радіо Свобода отець Олег. 

За його словами, на війні свяшенику доводить- 
ся робити все - і молитися, і рани перев'язувати, 
i стріляти. На запитання, чи доводилось у донець- 
кому аєропорту брати до рук зброю, отець Олег 
відповів ствердно і пояснив: виконував ту саму 
«роботу», що і його паства - захищав Україну. 

«Зброю тримати доводилось, але молився, щоб 
не стріляти з неї, i щоб більше проповідувати, бути 
більше з бійцями, духовно й психологічно їх на- 
ставляти. Я більше старався бути душпастирем й 
опікуном. А зброю до рук брав, тому що викону- 
вав ту ж роботу, що її бійці робили. Наше завдан- 


ня було таке, наша праця була така - захищати 
Вітчизну». 

Не всі капелани постійно перебувають у 
зоні воєнних дій: є ті, хто бере під опіку окремі 
військові частини і добровольчі батальйони, пояс- 
нив отець Олег. Він незабаром повертається для 
служіння бійцям, які утримують позиції у селищі 
Піски поблизу Донецька. 

Єпископ УГКЦ Борис Гудзяк у розмові з 
Радіо Свобода зазначив, що у час, коли агресор 
«відкушує» частини території України, священик 
має бути на передовій, поруч з оборонцями дер- 
жави. Капеланство ж владика Борис вважає «осо- 
бливим служінням». 

«Сьогодні священики мають бути на фронті. 
Папа Франциск висловився такими словами: 
«Пастор повинен мати запах своїх овець». Тому 
священики були на Майдані від перших днів, 
вони були, коли було холодно, небезпечно, темно, 
вночі, на морозі, були, коли стріляли, коли гинули, 
Т є вони вже, очевидно, на фромиї, біля солдомі», 
які стоять на цій грані між смертю і життям, Мені 
здається, що це і є роль, яку повинні виконувати і 
виконують душпастирі УГКЦ, Їм треба бути ка- 
пеланами. Це особливе служіння, яке часом може 
набути більшої ваги, ніж автомат Калашникова», 
-- наголосив владика Борис. 

Капелани щодня відвідують військові фор- 
мування і провадять душпастирські зустрічі з 
військовими - і тими, хто перебуває в АТО, і тими, 
хто готується вирушити на захист України. Капе- 
лани передають бійцям молитовники, освячені 
хрестики, образки з молитвами, щоб кожен мав 
можливість у будь-який момент помолитися 
Богові, розповідають у прес-служби УГКЦ. 

Спеціальну релігійну літературу («Сідур», 
молитовник, псалми) українським | воякам 
єврейського походження передають у зону 
воєнних дій юдейські громади. За словами реч- 
ника Дніпропетровської обласної громади Олега 
Ростовцева, у збройних силах і добровольчих ба- 
тальйонах України немає юдейських душпастирів, 
але за потреби боєць може отримати духовну і мо- 
ральну допомогу. 

«Щодо входження до війська  капеланів- 
юдеїв, то це було би позитивним чинником. Але 
наразі головна проблема - це перемогти ворога, 
російського агресора, і поновити територіальну 
цілісність України. Потім провести реформу 
сектора безпеки i збудувати сильне військо. A 
тоді можна вирішити питання щодо військових 
рабинів. Зараз необхідно зосередити зусилля на 
підтримці бійців різних національностей, тому 
що, якщо ми зараз не вбережемо Україну, потім 
уже нічого не буде», - розповів Ростовцев Радіо 
Свобода. 

Муфтій України Саїд Ісмагілов повідомив Радіо 
Свобода, що в українському війську наразі немає 
імамів, які виконують функцію капеланів. До 
бійців-мусульман у разі потреби приїжджають 
імами з найближчих мечетей. 

Хоч самих мусульман, які воюють за Україну, 
достатньо. Ще влітку було сформовано батальйон 
чеченських добровольців, за Україну воюють і 
кримські татари, азербайджанці, представники 
інших народів, які сповідують іслам. Бійцям пере- 
дають релігійну літературу, а перед відправкою на 
передову з ними провадять бесіди муфтії, зазнача- 
ють у мусульманському духовному центрі. 
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Metropolitan Mefodiy passes away| Constantinople is ready 


(Office of Peter Goldring)}— 
Peter Goldring, Member of Par- 
liament for Edmonton East, re- 
gretfully acknowledges the pass- 
ing of His Beatitude Metropolitan 
Mefodiy, head of the Ukrainian 
Autocephalous Orthodox Church 
worldwide. Metropolitan Me- 
fodiy died February 24 at the age 
of 65. 

As a strong community and 
spiritual leader, he always stood up 
for Ukrainians and advocated for a 
unified and prosperous future for 
the country, especially in light of 


the ongoing crisis. 

The passing of Metropolitan Me- 
fodiy comes as a shock to Mr. Gol- 
dring, after having met with him 
on January 17. Over the course of 
two hours, the two men discussed 
Ukraine and Orthodox unity in the 
country, a prospect the Metropol- 
itan endorsed as a means toward 
greater social and cultural solidar- 
ity. This was an idea that he sup- 
ported fully, and the Metropolitan 
expressed his desire for future 
meetings. 

As an active proponent of re- 


ligious pluralism and inclusivity, 
Metropolitan Mefodiy stood be- 
hind the Ukrainian state and the 
Ukrainian people. The Ukrainian 
Autocephalous Orthodox Church 
is the fourth largest church in 
Ukraine, representing close to 10 
percent of the Ukrainian Christian 
population. 

Mr. Goldring offers his condol- 
ences to the Metropolitan’s family 
and friends, his supporters and con- 
gregants, and everyone with whom 
he had a human and spiritual con- 
nection. 


Remembering Metro 


By Peter Goldring, Member of 
Parliament for Edmonton East 
On Saturday, January 17, 2015, 
I had the pleasure of meeting with 
Metropolitan Mefodiy, primate 
of the Ukrainian Autocephalous 
Orthodox Church. The Autoceph- 
alous Church is one of Ukraine’s 
two sovereign Orthodox Churches 
representing the spirituality in an 
autonomous national Ukraine. We 
discussed the situation in Ukraine, 
the interest in dialogue between the 
three Ukrainian Orthodox Church- 
es, and the possibility of recogniz- 
ing a historic Kyivan Patriarchate. 
As Head of the Ukrainian Auto- 
cephalous Orthodox Church world- 
wide, Mefodiy is Metropolitan of 
Kyiv and all Ukraine. Since his 
elevation, he has worked towards 
global visibility for the Church. He 
has fostered continued positive re- 
lations with the Ukrainian govern- 
ment and other religious commun- 
ities. When I asked whether it is a 
possibility that the three Churches 
merge in the future, Metropolitan 
Mefodiy responded that he had 
previously discussed unifying the 
Autocephalous Church with the 
Kyivan Patriarchate in 2005, and 
that his Church, today, is still open 
to the idea. In the 2005 discussions 
to merge the two Churches, the ne- 
gotiation committee decided that 
Filaret would send 200 delegates 
and the Autocephalous Church 
100. This seemed fair given the 
size of both Churches, but some 
Autocephalous Church leaders be- 
lieve that the Kyivan Patriarchate 
would absorb the Autocephalous 
Church and impose its views. The 
Autocephalous Church proposed 
the election of a hierarch allowing 
both communities to present vari- 
ous candidates, but Filaret insisted 
that the election would be between 
him and Mefodiy only. Subse- 
quently, Metropolitan Mefodiy 
stated that he does not wish to be 
the head of the new Church. 
If a new national Ukrain- 
ian Orthodox Church were to be 
formed, it must be recognized by 
the Ecumenical Patriarch at Con- 
stantinople. At a convention at- 
tended by all three Churches, clergy 
-will nominate and determine a new 
Church head after it is agreed that a 
new unified Church is to be estab- 
lished. The Metropolitan added the 
convention’s objective is to unite 
the Churches and to only be recog- 
nized by the Ecumenical Patriarch, 
currently Bartholomew. Filaret’s 
self-declared status might compli- 
cate matters, as he was deprived of 
his official priestly powers when 
he left the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church of the Moscow Patriarch- 
ate in 1992 to form the (uncanon- 
ical) Ukrainian Orthodox Church 
of the Kyivan Patriarchate. Should 
he win the leadership, these pow- 
ers could bé reinstated by a Synod 
of Bishops upon the new Church’s 


politanMefodiy 


ну rae 


Peter Goldring (left) with Metropolitan Mefodiy 


entrance into the Ecumenical Patri- 
archate. Beginning in 1992, Filaret 
started venturing to eliminate the 
Autocephalous Church and acquire 
for the Kyivan Patriarchate its own 
autocephalous status. There can 
only be one autocephalous Church 
recognized by the Ecumenical 
Patriarch in each state. 

Along with Patriarch Filaret, 
Metropolitan Mefodiy supported 
Viktor Yushchenko throughout the 
Orange Revolution because of his 
pro-Ukraine stance and his pro- 
motion of religious pluralism and 
inclusivity. Unlike Yushchenko, 
his 2004 opponent for the office 
of president, Viktor Yanukovych, 
previously exhibited pro-Russian 
attitudes publically. 

As a Ukrainian national, Metro- 
politan Mefodiy, Born March 11, 
1949, at Kopychyntsi, Ukrain- 
ian Soviet Socialist Republic 
(UkrSSR), has been staunchly рго- 
Ukrainian throughout the ongoing 
crisis and publically links himself 
to the idea of an autonomous and 
national Ukraine, distinct from 
Russia. He supports the idea of ree- 
ognizing a historic Kyivan Patri- 
archate based on the legacy of the 
conversion of Kyivan-Rus’ in 988. 
He is a graduate of the Moscow 


Theological Academy in Zagorsk. 
In 1981, he became a priest and 
was a part of the Lviv and Ternopil 
diocese of the Ukrainian Exarchate 
- Moscow Patriarchate. In 1990, he 
joined the Ukrainian Autocephal- 
ous Orthodox Church. Because of 
the action, there followed a deci- 
sion of the Synod of Bishops of the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the 
Moscow Patriarchate banning him 
from undertaking any priestly dut- 
ies and activities in the jurisdiction 
of Lviv and Ternopil. He was later 
excommunicated from the Rus- 
sian Orthodox Church. Between 
1995 and 1998, he was the Bishop 
of Khmelnytsky and Kamianets- 
Podilsky and Chancellor of the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of 
the Kyivan Patriarchy. In 1998, 
he rejoined the Ukrainian Auto- 
cephalous Orthodox Church. On 
October 16, 2000, Mefodiy was 
elected Primate of the Ukrainian 
Autocephalous Orthodox Church 
and successor of Patriarch Dymyt- 
riy (Yarema). Through his positions 
in both the Autocephalous Church 
and the Kyivan Patriarchate, Me- 
fodiy has displayed his commit- 
ment to a Ukrainian spirituality as 
being separate from the influence 
of Moscow. 


to help establish unified 
local Church in Ukraine 


(RISU)—The Constantinople Patriarchate is ready to help the Orthodox 

Ukrainians unite and is waiting the representatives of Churches and 
President of Ukraine to turn to it with this issue. 
This was stated by the Primate of Ukrainian Orthodox Church of 
Canada Metropolitan Yuri (Kalishchuk) during a round table at the 
Uktinform agency. 
«І would like first of all to congratulate you on behalf of His 
Holiness Patriarch Bartholomew...The Patriarch emphasized that the 
Constantinople Church never forgets that she is the mother church of 
Ukrainian Orthodoxy. It has been repeated many times. The Patriarchy 
is watching the situation in Ukraine and considers the ideal solution to 
get the unified Orthodoxy. And it will work on uniting Orthodoxy in 
Ukraine, this is a perfect position,” he said. 

Metropolitan Yuri said that among Ukrainian Orthodox believers there 
are various attitudes: pro-Ukrainian and pro-Moscow ones. But flexibility 
of the Church enables to meet the needs of people with different views. 

“The Constantinople Patriarchate is waiting for the request and 
guidance from the Ukrainian Orthodox jurisdictions here, but first of all 
it is waiting for a step from the President of Ukraine, so that he expressed 
the willingness that the Patriarchate of Constantinople helped in this 
situation,” the Canadian Primate said. 


Patriarch Sviatoslav 
calls on Christians to 
help end conflict 


(RISU)—February 23 at the press-centre of Radio Vatican (sala 
Marconi), His Beatitude Sviatoslav, the Head of the UGCC held a press- 
conference, speaking on topic “The pastoral challenges of the Ukrainian 
Greek Catholic Church in war conditions” 

Patriarch Sviatoslav met the press and answered questions put to him 
by journalists. Amongst other things he stressed that the humanitarian 
situation is worsening as a result of the war and he reiterated that what 
is being witnessed in Ukraine “is not a local conflict, but an external 
assault”. He also said he informed Francis that the expression “fratricidal 
war” which he used in recent days “has hurt the sensibilities of the 
Ukrainians” as it seemed to echo what the Russians said about the war in 
Ukraine being internal conflict 

Patriarch Shevchuk also mentioned the words the Pope addressed to 
Ukraine’s bishops - “I am at your side and at your service”. 

Shevchuk told international journalists about the humanitarian crisis in 
Ukraine connected with war in the east and post-traumatic syndrome that 
has affected whole Ukrainian society. 

“The war always brings destruction and misery. The Ukrainian 
economy is really flopping and is facing a crisis. Officially, the UN has 
declared that there are a million displaced in Ukraine but church bodies 
tell us that this figure is in actual fact double. Almost 600,000 people 
have been forced to flee to other countries. The Ukrainian government 
is unable to manage this situation. I call this situation a humanitarian 
catastrophe on a scale that has not been witnessed in Eastern Europe 
since World War II. For this reason I have asked the Holy Father and 
various bodies of the Roman Curia to launch an appeal for humanitarian 
aid on an international level. We have managed to provide shelter to 
40,000 people in our Ukrainian Caritas centres, but this is not enough: 
there are 140,000 children among the displaced and then there are the 
wounded. So in order to really save human lives we need solidarity on an 
international level.” 

The head of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church also mentioned that 
the Ukrainian bishops invited Pope Francis to visit Ukraine and said that 
it “would be such a prophetic gesture”. 


NATO chief tells Russia to get arms out of Ukraine 

(RFE/RL)—NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg says Russia 
should withdraw some 1,000 items of military equipment that it has in 
eastern Ukraine. 

Stoltenberg, speaking after talks with Italian Prime Minister Matteo 
Renzi in Rome on February 26, also said any attempt by pro-Russian 
separatists to expand the territory they hold in eastern Ukraine would be 
“unacceptable.” 

Stoltenberg said he is cautiously optimistic the cease-fire agreed to two 
weeks ago between pro-Russian rebels and Ukrainian forces could be 
maintained. 

He said he “welcome the recent indications of reduced fighting 
in Ukraine and we hope that the cease-fire now is finally going to be 
respected.” 

Stoltenberg said Russia has in recent months transferred more than 
“1,000 pieces of equipment — tanks, artillery, and advanced air-defense 
systems 7 — into Ukrainian territory held by the rebels. 

He said Russia must “stop supporting separatists.” 

At least 5,600 people have been killed and hundreds of thousands have 
fled their homes in the fighting since April. 


“UCC honours the 
Heavenly Hundred 


UCC Statement on the Day of Commemoration 
of the Heroes of the Heavenly Hundred 


Today (Feb. 20), the Ukrainian Canadian community joins our brothers 
and sisters in Ukraine and around the world in honouring the memory of 
all those who laid down their lives in the battle for a free and democratic 
Ukraine. In February 2014, the oppressive, authoritarian regime of for- 
mer President Yanukovych opened fire on its own people. The Heavenly 
Hundred (Небесна Сотня) gave their lives to ensure that the people of 
Ukraine may live in freedom and dignity. Their sacrifice will be remem- 
bered always. The Revolution of Dignity stands as an example to us all of 


heroism, courage, and determination. 


Today, the people of Ukraine are once again forced to take up arms 
to defend themselves against a brutal war wrought on them by an ex- 
ternal aggressor - the Russian Federation. Russia’s invasion of Ukraine 
has taken the lives of thousands more of Ukraine’s brave daughters and 
sons. Russia has callously violated international laws, security guaran- 
tees and undermined global peace and security with its illegal invasion of 
Ukraine and sponsorship of terrorism on the territory of Ukraine. Today, 
as we honour the memory of the Heavenly Hundred, we pay tribute to all 
those who have fallen and all those who today continue to bravely fight, 
defending Ukraine against Russia’s brutal assault on Ukraine’s independ- 


ence. We pray that peace will soon return to Ukraine. 


May Their Memories Be Eternal! Vichnaya Pam’yat! 


Glory to Ukraine! Glory to Its Heroes! 


Duncan marks 
Black Thursday 


(UkrNews)—Edmonton Strathcona MP Linda Duncan marked “Black 


Thursday” in the House of Commons, February 19. 


“Tomorrow, February 20": Ukraine will mark the anniversary of Black 
Thursday- the bloodiest and the darkest day in Maidan history. For the 
first time since independence more than one hundred people were shot or 


beaten to death during peace time,” she stated. 


“Ukrainians were hopeful that in electing a new President and Parliament 
they would finally achieve closure on a Soviet presence. Sadly, the war on 
their eastern borders fronted by Russian arms has wrought strife and a 


rising death toll of both soldiers and civilians. 


“Yet in the midst of this strife I feel it important to recognize that many 
in Ukrainian civil society — including young Ukrainians- have stepped 
away from their careers determined to forge better governance. 

“J am in communication with one young Ukrainian, Maria Korolenko, 
inspired by her participation in the Maidan and then an internship 
in Canada’s Parliament. Now back in Ukraine, Maria is engaged in 
strengthening regional governance, building a strategy for energy 
independence and assisting refugees from Eastern Ukraine. 

“Increased foreign aid and sanctions against Russia are critical. But let’s 
also respond more generously to the calls for our support to Ukraine’s 
civil society in their struggle for strengthened democratic governance,” 


Duncan concluded. 


of Euromaidan protesters on the streets of Kyiv. 


“Between February 18th and 20th, 2014, Special Forces under the 
command of President Yanukovych opened fire on unarmed protesters in 
Kyiv,” she said; “More than 100 protesters had lost their lives by the time 


the guns fell silent.” 


The killings led to the collapse of the government of President 
Yanukovych, and unleashed a conflict that continues in eastern Ukraine 
today, fuelled by Russian soldiers, rubles and military equipment. 

“Defying international laws and norms, the Kremlin repeatedly flouted 
Russia’s international commitments,” said Sen. Andreychuk, who noted 
the ongoing suffering of Ukrainians, and the repression of Crimean Tatars 


and Russians. 


“As this unnecessary crisis continues, let us pause to remember those 


who died one year ago on the Maidan,” she added. 


“Let us honour the memory of those who sacrificed their lives in hope 
for a better future for their country and their region. And let us commit 
to supporting their vision of a future Ukraine that is sovereign, peaceful, 


rights-respecting, democratic, and free!” 


Sen. Andreychuk 
commemorates 
Maidan victims 


(UkrNews)—Rising in the Senate on February 19, Senator Raynell 
Andreychuk commemorated the first anniversary since the mass shooting 
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One year after EuroMaidan 


Justice denied, 


(UkrNews)}—A deeply imbedded culture of 
impunity, lack of expertise and in some cases, 
deliberate obstruction, are denying justice to the 
hundreds of victims of police abuses during the 
EuroMaidan protests in Ukraine, says Amnesty 
International in a new briefing on the first anniversary 
of the protest. 

Ukraine: A Year After Maidan, Justice Delayed, 
Justice Denied details the consistent failure to 
investigate unlawful use of force by security forces in 
Ukraine during the EuroMaidan protests in Kyiv and 
the failure of the authorities to deliver justice for the 
victims. 

“The deplorable lack of progress in delivering 
justice for those killed, injured and tortured exposes 
once again the deep failings of the Ukrainian criminal 
justice system,” said John Dalhuisen, Amnesty 
International’s Director of Europe and Central Asia. 

“The failure to address the widespread abuses 
during the EuroMaidan protests risks entrenching a 
long-standing culture of impunity for police officers. 
Justice needs to be delivered, not just for those killed, 
but also for the many more who were ill-treated.” 

What started in November 2013 as a peaceful 
protest against the government’s refusal to sign an 
association agreement with the EU evolved into 
a mass protest against the government itself with 
violent confrontations between demonstrators and 
security forces. 

According to the Ministry of Health, 105 people 
died as a result of the protest, including at least 13 
police officers. 

Amnesty International documented numerous cases 
of unlawful use of force, including killings and torture 
during the demonstrations. It has repeatedly submitted 
the details of cases of arbitrary and excessive use of 
force to the Ukrainian authorities, but has not yet seen 
demonstrable progress in any of the cases it has been 
following. 

To date, only two low-ranking officers have been 
convicted after being caught on camera forcing a 
man to stand naked in sub-zero temperatures in 
public. They were given suspended sentences of three 
and two years for “exceeding authority or official 
powers”. Several other police officers involved in the 
ill-treatment escaped indictment. 

The first protestor to lose his life was 21 year-old 


Amnesty says 


Serhiy Nihoyan who was shot four times, including 
in the head and the neck, on 22 January 2014. The 
identity of his killer is still unknown. 

Many protesters were tortured or mistreated. A 
23-year-old man was beaten and dragged by his lips 
to a police vehicle and had tear gas sprayed on his 
genitals, before losing consciousness. 

One woman, aged 51, was hit with a baton in the 
face by a police officer as she watched the protests. 
Her skull was fractured and she lost the sight of one 
eye. 

Almost all of the victims Amnesty International 
spoke to said that they had not been interviewed as 
victims of crimes, though many had initially been 
interviewed as alleged perpetrators. None have been 
informed of the progress of investigations many 
months after filing their complaints. 

Following the downfall of President Yanukovych 
in February 2014, the new government was quick to 
name him and his closest associates, who also fled 
the country, as the principal culprits of the violations 
committed during the EuroMaidan protests. 

The new Ukrainian authorities have made numerous 
promises to investigate effectively all human rights 
abuses and bring those responsible to justice. 

“The efforts of investigators to date have focused 
on the killings and the alleged responsibility of senior 
figures in the previous government, but even on these 
there have been more declarations of progress than 
actual signs of it. For most of those who were injured 
and ill-treated, investigations have barely even 
begun,” says Dalhuisen. 

Prosecutors Amnesty International has spoken to 
pointed to the destruction of evidence by security 
forces in the immediate aftermath of the protests and 
the reluctance of security officers to cooperate as key 
obstacles to investigations. A lack of resources and the 
overlapping competences of different investigative 
authorities were also cited. 

“The sheer number of incidents and the complexity 
of some of the cases need to be acknowledged. 
However, the bigger truth is that without significant 
reform of the institutions responsible for investigating 
abuses by security officers, justice for the victims of 
EuroMaidan related abuses will remain elusive and 
the vicious cycle of impunity that contributed to them 
unbroken,” says Dalhuisen. 


. Report accuses EU, Britain of 
‘sleepwalking’ into Ukraine crisis 


(RFE/RL)—A British Parliamentary committee 
says the European Union and Britain are guilty of 
“sleepwalking” into the crisis in Ukraine. 

The EU Committee of the House of Lords made 
the criticism in a report released on February 20 as 
a cease-fire brokered by Germany and France falters 
between Ukrainian forces and pro-Russian separatists 
in the country’s east. 

The West and Kyiv accuse Russia of arming the 
rebels and sending soldiers into Ukraine, something 
Moscow denies. 

The committee’s report accuses Britain of not 
being “active or visible” enough in dealing with the 
situation, blaming cuts in the Foreign Office, which it 
says meant it had fewer Russian experts and put less 
emphasis on analysis. 

Itadds that a similar decline in EU foreign ministries 
left them ill-equipped to offer an “authoritative 
response” to the Ukraine crisis. 

The document also says the EU’s relationship with 
Russia had long assumed an “optimistic premise” 
that the country was on the path to becoming more 
democratic. 

The result, the committee said, was a failure to 
appreciate the depth of Russian hostility to EU plans 
for a closer relationship with Ukraine. 

The EU and Kyiv signed an Association Agreement 
on closer political and economic ties in 2014 amid the 
Russian annexation of Ukraine’s Crimea Peninsula 
and a conflict with pro-Russian separatists in the east 
of the country. 

Committee Chairman Lord Tugendhat said, “The 
lack of robust analytical capacity, in both the U.K. and 


the EU, effectively led to a catastrophic misreading of 
the mood in the run-up to the crisis.” 

The report says neither Britain nor the EU had a 
strategic response on how to handle Russia for the 
long term. 

It adds that Britain had a particular responsibility to 
Ukraine because it was one of four signatories to the 
1994 Budapest Memorandum guaranteeing Ukraine’s 
territorial integrity. 

A Foreign Office spokeswoman rejected the 
criticism, saying no one could have predicted the scale 
of the “unjustifiable and illegal” Russian intervention 
in Ukraine. 

“The blame lies squarely with the pro-Russian 
separatists, backed by the Russian authorities, not 
with an Association Agreement between the EU and 
Ukraine, which had been under negotiation for more 
than seven years before Russia decided to illegally 
invade and then annex part of its neighbor,” the BBC 
quoted the spokeswoman as saying. 

The report comes as European Council President 
Donald Tusk called British Prime Minister David 
Cameron to discuss how the EU should respond to 
the continuing violence in east Ukraine. 

A statement quoted Tusk as saying the EU would be 
“scrutinizing the situation on the ground very closely 
in the coming days.” 

It added that both leaders agreed that European 
member states would need to “review the EU's 
response accordingly.” 

“They agreed that the EU should make clear to 
Russia that the pro-Russian rebels must abide by the 
cease-fire,” the statement added. 
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она апа зна еп ane at Spirit Lake, circa 1915, from Yurij Luhovy 5 ae Fr рве Had Price. 


Spirit Lake Centre marks 100th 
anniversary of internment camp 


(UCC Montreal)}—This year, Spirit Lake Intern- 
ment Interpretative Centre at La Ferme, Quebec, 340 
miles north of Montreal, is marking the 100th anni- 
versary of the opening of Spirit Lake internment camp 
(1915-2015), the second largest of the 24 internment 
camps established across Canada during World War 
One during Canada’s First National Internment Oper- 
ations 1914-1920. 

The significance of the 100th anniversary of Spirit 
Lake internment camp reaches far beyond northern 
Quebec. The unjust internment as “enemy aliens” at 
Spirit Lake affected the entire province of Quebec, 
especially Montreal, as well as the rest of Canada as 
internees were later transferred to other internment 
sites after the closing of Spirit Lake. Today, many 
descendants of former Spirit Lake internees live in 
various parts of Canada. 

One of the first to mention the internment of Ukrain- 
ians at Spirit Lake was Casimir Johan Myrvitsky, in 
his article written in Ukrainian, titled “Memoir of a 
Pioneer”, published in the 50thAanniversary Jubilee 
Book of St. Michael’s Ukrainian Catholic Church 
in Montreal, in which he wrote, “... World War One 
which started їп 1914, Ukrainians remembered well, 
not only in Montreal, but all of Canada.” He con- 
tinues, “... our people suffered: many lost their jobs, 
others were taken to internment camps at Spirit Lake 
...where our people worked as forced labor for .25 
cents a day, clearing forests...” 

Now in its fifth year of operation, Spirit Lake In- 
ternment Interpretative Centre (SLIIC) was estab- 


lished on the original grounds of the internment site. 
With 20,000 visitors to date, a feature of the Spirit 
Lake Centre is their outstanding outreach educational 
program, which has now developed partnerships with 
Quebec school boards in Amos and surrounding area, 
as well as with school boards in Ontario. Group vis- 
its for students and teachers are booked well in ad- 
vance with Spirit Lake, with workshops conducted at 
The Centre. Volunteers from The Centre also go out 
to high schools and have workshops in school audi- 
toriums. Since this school year began in September 
2014, 1,300 students have visited the Centre. 

On March 29, a gala ceremony will take place in 
which Spirit Lake volunteer board members, with 
James Slobodian as board chairperson, will be pre- 
sented with another award, this one from the English 
Association of Quebec “Neighbors”, in recognition of 
the Centre’s furthering awareness of Quebec’s herit- 
age and ensuring the telling of the internment story 
and history of Quebec is passed on to future genera- 
tions. 

Spirit Lake Internment Interpretative Centre’s mu- 
seum, open all year to visitors with guided tours in 
French, English or Ukrainian, was established with 
the help of a major grant released in installments over 
five years, from Canada’s First National Internment 
Recognition Fund established by the Federal Govern- 
ment within the Taras Shevchenko Foundation as well 
as support from Caisse populaire Desjardins Ukrain- 
ienne de Montréal and others. A series of commem- 
orative events will take place throughout the year. 


UCPBA-Toronto networks with students 


(Ryerson USC)--On February 
12, the Ukrainian Students’ Club 
at Ryerson University, University 
of Toronto Ukrainian Students’ 
Club, York University Ukrainian 
Students’ Club, in partnership with 
SUSK (Ukrainian Canadian Stu- 
dents’ Union) and the Ukrainian 
Canadian Professional Business 
Association held the fourth suc- 
cessful Ukrainian Speed Network- 
ing Night hosted by St. Vladimir 
Institute. This time, as word has 
spread about previous events, the 
evening was attended to capacity, 
with many late registrants unfortu- 
nately finding the event closed to 
sign up several days prior to the 
event. 

This evening was part of a ser- 
ies of networking events that the 


UCPBA and SUSK began organ- 
izing two years ago. The idea be- 
hind the event is to help recent 
graduates and students find con- 
nections and seek advice in their 
field of interests, by leveraging 
their Ukrainian heritage; that is 
-- sourcing our many experienced 
and talented community members. 
The professionals that are invited 
to attend these networking sessions 
are asked to lend the networkees 
(youth) their insights, thoughts and 
insights based on their life experi- 
ences, processes and struggles in 
and how they achieved their suc- 
cesses , bringing them to where 
they are today. 


Ron Cahute with KONTAKT TV interviewing Dr. George Foty who 


helped organize the event 


The Networking evening kicked 
off at 6:30PM with attendees ar- 
riving at the St. Vladimir’s Insti- 
tute, registering, and receiving 
their nametags. Refreshments and 
snacks were provided in the hall 
and the main theatre space where 
the event was taking place. The 
USO’s executive teams did an awe- 
some job helping to prepare the 
cold table, staffing the bar, and to 
helping in venue organization. 

At 7:00PM, the event began with 
an introduction by Taras Hetmanc- 
zuk, president of the UCPBA, wel- 


coming the attendees to St Vlad’s 
and explaining the rules for the 
evening. Dr. Natalia Lischyna, 
who left the audience with inspir- 
ing and insightful networking ad- 
vice as well as words of encour- 
agement, gave the keynote address 
in a skillful and often humorous 
PowerPoint presentation. Prior to 
the speed networking session, the 


guests received an overview of 


the professionals that would be in 
attendance, which included their 
names, profession, areas of exper- 
tise and contact info. 


PHOTO —NADIA SERBYN 
(Left to Right) Bohdann Klecor-Hawryluk, UCC cultural chairperson; 
historian Prof. Roman Serbyn guest speaker; Zorianna Hrycenko- 
Luhova, president UCC Montreal at “Sviato Sobornosty”. 


UCC Montreal marks 
“Sviato Sobornosty” 


(UCC Montreal)—The Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC) Montreal 
branch commemorated the 96"" anniversary of the Day of Unity “Sviato 
Sobornosty” marking the 1919 unification of the Eastern Ukrainian Na- 
tional Republic and the Western Ukrainian National Republic, held at the "7 
Ukrainian Youth Centre on February 9, 2015. 

Marked annually in Montreal, the event was opened by UCC cultural 
chairperson Bohdann Klecor-Hawryluk, followed by guest speaker, his- 
torian Prof. Roman Serbyn. In his presentation Prof. Serbyn read eye-wit- 
ness accounts detailing events of that day, when the historic, yet fragile 
union of East and West Ukraine, was proclaimed in 1919. He compared 
1919 to Ukraine’s current struggle against Russia’s aggression, pointing 
out how Putin is repeating Lenin and Stalin’s tactics in invading, plun- 
dering and destabilizing Ukraine, lying to the West, making promises of 
peace with no intention by Russia of honoring any agreements. A repeti- 
tion of the dangerous Russia-Ukraine and the West configuration is still 
looming today, with Russia doing all in its Bowe to destroy Ukraine and 
again expand Russia. 

A moving program continued which included singer Olia Lemeshko, 
bandurist Arsen Hnatiuk, singer Yurij Konevych, Serhij Savchenko, the 
students of Montreal’s newly formed Shevchenko Ukrainian Saturday 
School, concluded with the singing of Ukrainian National Hymn. 

The McGill Ukrainian Students’ Association (MUSA) also participat- 
ed by displaying a photo exhibit by Kyiv independent press photographer 
Anatolyi Boyko titled “Maidan”, which portrays the fear and violence 
during the demonstrations in Kyiv’s Independence Square, as well as 
visually capturing the hopes, courage and passion of the people desiring 
change. Boyko’s photos offered more insights about the events. The ex- 
hibit was set up by Danylo Ivanski for MUSA and was originally shown 
by MUSA at McGill University. 

Montreal’s “Sviato Sobornosty” was preceded with a “Free Мадіуа ~ 
Savchenko” demonstration in front the Consulate of the Russian Fed- 
eration in Montreal, January 26 organized by Petro Sheremeta, Andrij 
Govorun of Zustrich-Montreal and “Komitet Dopomohy Ukrajini”, with 
extensive local media coverage. Montreal joined same-day rallies around 
the world. 
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Stelmach honoured 


(UkrNews)—Former Alberta 
Premier Ed Stelmach was in- 
ducted into the Ukrainian Catholic 
Brotherhood of Canada (UCBC) 
and named Ambassador for the Ep- 
archy of Edmonton at special cere- 
mony at St. Josaphat’s Cathedral, 
February 21. 

As Ambassador, he will defend 
the faith, demonstrate an honour- 
able and just Christian heritage 
and faithfully respect the integrity 
and truth of the Brotherhood, noted 
Bishop David Motiuk at the cere- 
mony, which followed a Divine 
Liturgy and Memorial Service for 
victims of Canada’s first national 
internment operations which took 
place during World War I from 
1914 to 1920. 

In introducing Stelmach at the 
banquet-which followed in the Par- 


Eparchial UCBC President Bro. Orest Boychuk (right) presents the 
UCNC sash to Ed Stelmach. 


ish, Hail, Bro Joseph Synyshyn ex- 
plained that Stelmach’s duties will 
also include maintenance of faith 
and Ukrainian culture, evangeliza- 
tion a commitment to social justice 
and youth development. 

In his address, Stelmach noted 
that a person cannot achieve any- 
thing of significance in his or her 
life without the support of family 
and faith and spoke about the work 
of the Ed Stelmach Foundation 
whose purpose is to help children 
in need. 

The Foundation currently has over 
$1 million in principle and will con- 
tinue in perpetuity to help children in 
need through interest gained. 

It has representation from 
Grande Prairie, Edmonton, Red 
Deer, Calgary, and Vegreville and 
has recently added scholarships to 


и 


тої че 


Left to Right: Fr. Michael Kowaltchyk, Bro. Orest Boychuk, former Premier Ed Stelmach, Rosemarie Stelmach, 


Bishop David Motiuk, Bro. John Boyko, Bro. Joe Synyshyn. 


its programs. 

Another topic he discussed was 
his grandfather’s original home 
which has been moved to the 
Ukrainian Cultural Heritage Vil- 
lage as an historic building. 

He noted that Alberta has grown 
so considerable in recent years that 
many people are not familiar with 
its history and it is necessary for 
younger generation to learn about 
the sacrifices made by the original 
pioneers. 

“The reason that house is special 
to our family and I think it would 
be a good thing to inform and 
educate the thousands of students 


that come to the Ukrainian Village 
every year is to ensure that we tell 
our story. Because if we don’t tell 
our story we will lose it within the 
next generation,” he said. 

Bro. Synyshyn also spoke on the 
internment operation whose 100" 
anniversary commemoration began 
last summer with the unveiling of 
over 100 memorial plaques across 
Canada. During the internment 
over 8,000 were imprisoned as 
“enemy aliens” in 24 labour camps 
across Canada — five of which were 
in Alberta — not for what they had 
done, but where they came from. 

Over 5,000 of these were Ukrain- 
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as UCBC Ambassador 


ians who had come to Canada from 
the Austro-Hungarian Empire, he 
noted. 

Father Michael Kowalchyk 
noted how the Brotherhood was 
first formed over 80 years ago to 
defend the interest of Ukrainian 
Catholics in Canada and praised 
Stelmach as an example of what 
can be achieved. 

During the banquet Broth- 
ers Orest Boychuk (Eparchial 
President) and John Boyko рге- 
sented certificates to Bros. Dr. 
Peter Kule, John Kowalchuk and 
Steve Ferenc, recognizing them as 
Knights of St. Volodymyr. 
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КОНГРЕС УКРАЇНЦІВ КАНАДИ 
міський Відділ б Едмонтоні 


Шевченківський концерт 
Shevchenko Concert - Sunday March 15, 2015 2:30pm 


“Taras Shevchenko: Inspiration for the World” 


Ukrainian Youth Unity Centre 
9615-153 Ave 


Tickets: Adults $15 
Students: $5 
Childrenl2 and under: Free 


Available at: 
* Ukrainian Social Services 
11717 -97St. 780.471.4477 
* Meest 
10834 - 97 St. 
* Orbit 
10219 - 97 St. 780.422.5693 


Also from UCC Edmonton Executive 
members, or at the door. 


780.424.1777 


є Тарас Шевченко: Інспірація для світу? 


Ukrainian Українське 

Music Музичне Information: 

Society Товариство Luba Boyko-Bell 780.469.4890 
IKA of Alberta Альберти Serge Kostyuk 780.974.5189 


